


Resident Dona Id Trump speaksduring a meeting with Sk>vak Prime Minister Peter Pellegrini in the Oval Office ofthe White House, Friday, May 3, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and 
Russia's Vladimir Putin dis¬ 
cussed what Trump again 
dismissed as the "Russian 
Hoax" in their first known 


phone call since the re¬ 
lease of special counsel 
Robert Mueller's report on 
Russia's extensive meddling 
during the 2016 election 
campaign. Putin chuckled 


about Mueller's conclu¬ 
sions, Trump said. 

During their conversation 
on Friday, which the White 
House and Kremlin said 
lasted more than an hour, 


they also discussed a pos¬ 
sible three-party arms con¬ 
trol pact with China, North 
Korea's nuclear weapons 
program, Ukraine and the 
crisis in Venezuela, where 


Moscow ispropping up the 
current government over 
the U.S.-backed opposi¬ 
tion. 

Continued on Ifege 3 
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Uhemploymerit hits 49-year low as U.& employers sbep up hiring 



In this Match 7,2019, photo visitors to the Pittsburgh veterans job fair meet with tec miters at Heinz 
Reid in Pittsburgh. 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Ec onomic s Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Hiring 
accelerated and pay rose 
at a solid pace in April, set¬ 
ting the stage for healthy 
U.S. economic growth to 
endure despite fears of a 
slowdown eariierthisyear. 
Employers added 263,000 
jobs, with the unemploy¬ 
ment rate dropping to a 
five-decade low of 3.6% 
from 3.8% though that 
drop partly reflected an 
increase in the number of 
Americans who stopped 
looking for work. Average 
hourly pay rose 3.2% from 
12 months earlier, match¬ 
ing March's year-over-year 
increase. 

Friday's jobs report from the 
government showed that 
economic growth remains 
briskenough to encourage 
strong hiring nearly a de¬ 
cade into the economy's 
recovery from the Great 
Recession. The economic 
expansion, which has fu¬ 
eled 103 straight months of 
hiring, is set to become the 
longest in history in J uly. 
"Allofthe recession talk ear¬ 
lier in the spring was much 
ado about nothing," said 
Gus Faucher, chief econo¬ 


mist at PNC. 

Trump administration of¬ 
ficials insisted that the job 
market's gains we re a result 
of the president's tax cuts 
and deregulatory policies 
'We have entered a very 
strong and durable pros 
peritycycle,"said LarryKud- 
low, director of the White 
House's National Economic 
Council. 


President Donald Trump 
hasalso pressed the Feder¬ 
al Reserve to cut short-term 
interest rates because infla¬ 
tion remains low. But most 
economistssaid the healthy 
jobs picture, against the 
backdrop of low inflation, 
would reinforce the Fed's 
current wait-and-see ap¬ 
proach. The Fed raised 
ratesfourtimeslastyearbut 
has signaled that it doesn't 
foresee any rate increases 
this year. 

Investors welcomed the 
April jobs data by sending 
stock prices broadly high¬ 
er. "The Dow Jones Indus¬ 
trial Average closed up 197 
points, or0.75% 

Jason Guggisbeng, vice 
president of Adecco USA, 
a staffing firm that finds 
temporary and permanent 
hires for business clients, 
said companies are doing 
much more to attract work¬ 
ers. They are offering more 
perks — like free lunches or 
weekly happy hours— and 
allowing more flexible work 
schedules. 

Some are also raising pay, 
though Guggisbeng said 
many of them have to be 
persuaded to do so. Adec¬ 
co often hasto show itscli- 
entsdata a bout how many 
jobs are available in a giv¬ 
en area and how few work¬ 
ers are actually searching 
forjobs. 

'We are constantly having 
conversations with clients 
aboutsupplyand demand" 


Associated Press 

and reminding them that 
most applicants have mul¬ 
tiple job opportunities, he 
said. 'Two yearsago, I don't 
know that I ever had that 
conversation." 

The brightening economic 
picture represents a sharp 
improvement from the start 
of the year. At the time, the 
government was endur¬ 
ing a partial shutdown, the 
stock market had plunged, 
trade tensions between the 
United States and China 
were flaring and the Fed 
had just raised short-term 
rates in December. Ana¬ 
lysts worried that the econ¬ 
omy might barely expand 
in the first three months of 
the year and might even 
tip into recession in the en¬ 
suing months 

Yetthe outlooksoon bright¬ 
ened. Chair Jerome Pow¬ 
ell signaled that the Fed 
would put rate hikes on 
hold. Trade negotiations 
between the U.S. and Chi¬ 
na made some progress 
The economic outlook in 
some other major econo¬ 
mies improved. Share pric¬ 
es rebounded. 

And in the end, the govern¬ 
ment reported that the U.S. 
economy grew at a 3.2% 
annual rate in the J anuary- 
March period — the stron¬ 
gest pace fora first quarter 
since 2015. That said, the 
growth was led mostly by 
factors that could prove 
temporary — a restocking 
of inventories in warehous¬ 


es and on store shelves 
and a narrowing of the 
U.S. trade deficit. By con¬ 
trast, consumer spending 
and business investment, 
which more closely reflect 
the economy's underlying 
strength, were relatively 
weak. 

But American households 
have become more confi¬ 
dent since the winter and 
are ramping up spend¬ 
ing. Consumer spending 
surged in March by the 
most in nearly a decade. 
A likely factoristhat steady 
job growth and solid wage 
increases have enlarged 
Americans' paychecks 
Businesses are also spend¬ 
ing more freely. Orders to 
U.S. factories for long-last¬ 
ing capital goods jumped 
in March by the most in 
eight months That sug¬ 
gested that companies 
were buying more comput¬ 
ers, machinery and other 
equipment to keep up 
with growing customer de¬ 
mand. 

Years of steady hiring have 
sharply lowered unemploy¬ 
ment for a range of popu¬ 
lation groups The unem¬ 
ployment rate for women 
fell last month to 3.1% the 
lowest point since 1953. The 
rate for Latinos dropped 
to 4.2% a record low since 
1973, when the govern¬ 
ment began tracking the 
data. 

For Asians, joblessness has 
matched a record low of 
2.2% And the unemploy¬ 
ment rate for veterans of 
the Iraq and Afghan wars 
dropped to 1.7% also a re¬ 
cord low. 

Most of last month's job 
growth occurred in ser¬ 
vices, which includes both 
higher-paying jobs in infor¬ 
mation technology and 
lower-paying temporary 
work. Manufacturers add¬ 
ed just4,000jobs. Construc¬ 
tion firms gained 33,000, 
mostly on public infrastruc¬ 
ture projects. 

Professional and business 
services, which include IT 
networking jobs as well as 
accountants and engi¬ 
neers, led the gains with 
76,000. Education and 
health care added 62,000 
jobs, while a category that 
mostly includes restaurants 
and hotels gained 34,000.0 
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White House press secretary Sarah Sandeis speaks with report¬ 
ers outside the White House, Friday, May 3, 2019, in Washington. 
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HOAX 

Continued from Front 

'We had a good conver¬ 
sation about many things," 
Trump told reporters in the 
Oval Office. 

Trump said the two lead¬ 
ers were considering a 
new nuclear agreement 
"where we make less and 
they make less. And may¬ 
be even where we get rid 
of some of the tremendous 
firepower that we have 
right now." He said they 
had discussed the possibil¬ 
ity of including China in the 
deal and that China would 
"very much would like to be 
a pa rt of" it. 

But more interesting, per¬ 
haps, was what was left 
unsaid. 

Trump said that, at no 
point, did he warn Putin 
not to meddle in the next 
election. And while he and 
Putin did discuss Mueller's 
findings, they appeared to 
gloss over Mueller's descrip¬ 
tion of the extensive efforts 
Russia took to interfere in 
the 2016election, including 
the 25 Russians indicted for 
that effort. 

'We discussed it," Trump 
said ofthe report. "He actu¬ 
ally sort of smiled when he 
said something to the ef- 
fectthat, 'Itstarted offasa 
mountain and it ended up 
being a mouse,'"Trump said 
of Putin. "But he knew that 
because he knew there 
was no collusion whatso¬ 
ever. So pretty much that's 
what it was." 

Trump has repeatedly de¬ 
clined to publicly rebuff Pu¬ 
tin for the 2016 operation. 
And their latest conversa¬ 
tion suggests that Mueller's 
findings have done little 
to persuade Trump of the 
gravity of the threat of for¬ 
eign election interference 
or derail his efforts to forge 


a closer relationship with 
Putin. 

White House presssecretary 
Sarah Sanders later said 
Trump didn't tell Putin not 
to meddle in the 2020 elec¬ 
tion because he's made 
that clear in the past. "He 
doesn't need to do that ev¬ 
ery two seconds,"she said. 
Mueller's report concluded 
that Russian interference in 
the 2016 presidential elec¬ 
tion was"sweeping and sys¬ 
tematic." Ultimately, Muel¬ 
ler's investigators did not 
find a criminal conspiracy 
between Russia and the 
Trump campaign, but they 
found multiple contacts. 
Indeed, the report con¬ 
cluded that 'the Russian 
government perceived it 
would benefitfrom a Trump 
presidency and worked 
to secure that outcome, 
and that the Campaign 
expected it would benefit 
elec to rally from informa¬ 
tion stolen and released 
through Russian efforts." 
Trump hasfocused only on 
Mueller's top-line conclu¬ 
sions, hailing the lack of evi¬ 
dence of a conspiracy asa 
political win. 

Trump tweeted after the 
call that the two had dis¬ 
cussed the "Russian Hoax" 
among other to pics. 

"As I ha ve a Iwa ys sa id, lo ng 
before the Witc h Hunt sta rt- 
ed, getting along with Rus¬ 
sia, China, and everyone 
is a good thing, not a bad 
thing," he wrote. 

Senate Democratic leader 
Chuck Schumer slammed 
Trump for failing to press 
Putin on the report's "exten¬ 
sive evidence that Russia 
hacked our elections," say¬ 
ing: 'Trump's priorities are 
appalling and undermine 
democracy." 

Trump said he and Putin 
had instead focused on 


other topics, including the 
possibility of the new nu¬ 
clear arms deal between 
the U.S., Russia and China. 
He said U.S. officials had 
broached the idea with the 
Chinese during ongoing 
trade talks and that China 
was "excited about that, 
maybe even more excited 
than about trade." Discus¬ 
sions on a new nuclear 
deal, he said, would likely 
begin shortly between the 
U.S. and Russia, with China 
potentially added "down 
the road." 

Trump did not say which 
armscontrol agreement he 
and Putin had discussed, 
but the Russian state news 
agency Tass reported that 
they talked a bout the New 
S1ARTtreaty, the last major 
arms-control treaty remain¬ 
ing between the U.S. and 
Russia. 

The treaty, which was 
signed in 2010 and expires 
in 2021, restricts both the 
U.S. and Russia to 1,550 de¬ 
ployed strategic nuclear 
warheads on a maximum 
of 700 deployed interconti¬ 
nental ballistic missiles and 
strategic bombers. 

"There was a discussion 
about having — extend¬ 


ing the current nuclear 
agreement — as well as 
discussions about poten¬ 
tially starting a new one 
that could include China 
as well,"Sanders said. 

Trump earlier this year an¬ 
nounced that he was pull¬ 
ing the U.S. out of the In¬ 
termediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty, or INF, a 
decades-old nuclear arms 
treaty with Russia. Trump 
accused Moscow of vio¬ 
lating its terms with "impu¬ 
nity" by deploying missiles 
banned by the pact. Mos¬ 
cow denies violating itand 
has accused Washington 
of being in non-compli¬ 
ance. 

Trump's decision to exit the 
INF treaty reflected his ad¬ 
ministration's view that it 
was an unacceptable ob¬ 
stacle to more forcefully 
confronting not only Rus¬ 
sia but also China. China's 
military has grown might¬ 
ily since that treaty was 
signed, and the pact had 
prevented the U.S. from de¬ 
ploying weapons to coun- 
tersome of those being de¬ 
veloped by Beijing. 

'The world has moved on 
from the Cold War and its 
bilateral arms control trea- 


tiesthatcoverlimited types 
of nuclear weapons or only 
certain rangesofadversary 
missiles," national security 
adviserj ohn Bolton told The 
Associated Press last week. 
"Russia and China must be 
brought to the table." 

A Kremlin readout of the 
call said the two presidents 
confirmed their mutual de¬ 
sire 'to intensify dialogue in 
various fields, including on 
issues of strategic stability," 
but gave no details about 
a possible armsdeal. 

Trump said the two also 
spoke extensively about 
North Korea's nuclear 
weapons program. North 
Korean leaderKimJong Un 
traveled to Russia last week 
to meet with Putin. Sand¬ 
ers said Trump said several 
times that it was important 
for Russia to continue to 
help put pressure on North 
Korea to denuclearize. 

The statement released by 
the Kremlin after Friday's 
call said Putin stressed that 
"Pyongyang's conscien- 
tio us fulfillment of its obliga¬ 
tions should be accompa¬ 
nied by reciprocal steps to 
reduce sanctions pressure 
on North Korea." 

On Venezuela, Trump in¬ 
sisted that Putin "is not look¬ 
ing at all to get involved in 
Venezuela, otherthan he'd 
like to see something posi¬ 
tive happen for Venezu¬ 
ela."That's despite the fact 
that Russia has forged a 
political, military and eco¬ 
nomic alliance with Ven¬ 
ezuela over many years 
and is helping to support 
President Nicolas Madura's 
embattled government. 

The Kremlin said thatduring 
the call, Putin stressed that 
only the Venezuelan peo¬ 
ple have the right to de¬ 
termine the future of their 
country. □ 
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Rjshing off impeachment; Democrats find unity attacking Barr 



House Judiciary Committee Chairjenold Nadler, D-N.Y., waits to start a hearing on the Mueller 
report without witness Attorney General William Barr who refused to appear, on Capitol hill in 
Washington, Thursday, May 2, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARY C LA RE j AID NIC K 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dem¬ 
ocrats are splintered by 
calls to impeach President 
Donald Trump. But they 
have found another com¬ 
mon enemy and an alter¬ 
nate political foil in Attor¬ 
ney G enera I Willia m Ba rr. 
Calls for Barr's resignation 
erupted across the Demo¬ 
cratic Party this week af¬ 
ter he testified before the 
Senate and rebuffed the 
House twice, first by deny¬ 
ing Democrats a full, unre¬ 
dacted version of special 
counsel Robert Mueller's re¬ 
port, and then by skipping 
a hearing to review it. In re¬ 
sponse, Democrats threat¬ 
ened to hold Barr in criminal 
contempt of Congress— a 
lengthy legal process that 
could go on formonths 
The feud with Barr has ani¬ 
mated Democrats and 
temporarily shifted atten¬ 
tion away from impeach¬ 
ment — and by extension, 
the party's divisions over 
whether to pursue it. But 
with Trump resisting other 
congressional investiga¬ 
tions, and testimony from 
Mueller likely on the ho¬ 
rizon, the impeachment 
question seems unlikely to 
subside for long. 

For now, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and House J u- 
diciary Committee Chair¬ 
man Jerrold Nadler, who 
would lead impeachment 
proceedings, are putting 
their emphasis on investi¬ 
gating Trump, his business 
dealings and his admin¬ 
istration. If Democrats do 
decide to impeach the 
president, they will have 
already made part of the 
case through oversight. 
Trump's refusal to comply 
with their requests — with 
Barr just the latest example 
— will only strengthen the 
case. 

"Impeachment is never off 
the table, but should we 


start there? I don't agree 
with that," Pelosi said Friday 
at an event in Medford, 
Massachusetts. 

Pelosi hasn't held back in 
her critic ism of Barr, accus¬ 
ing him of committing a 
crime by lying to Congress 
about his communications 
with Mueller. Justice De¬ 
partment spokeswoman 
Kerri Kupec called Pelosi's 
accusation "reckless, irre¬ 
sponsible and false." 

Other members of Pelosi's 
caucusare going afterthe 
attorney general in even 
stronger terms. 

'This is serious misconduct, 
this is a serious effort by the 
administration to prevent 
Congress from doing its 
oversight, and in fact could 
form the basis by itself of 
articles of impeachment," 
said Rhode Island Rep. Da¬ 
vid Cicilline, a member of 
the Judiciary panel, after 
Barr skipped the hearing 
Thursday. 

Republicans say the Demo¬ 
crats are focusing on Barr 
asa substitute for impeach¬ 
ment, to avoid the political 


backlash that would come 
with official proceedings 
against Trump. 

Nadler "can't try to pacify 
his liberal base by pretend¬ 
ing to do impeachment 
without actually taking the 
plunge,"said Georgia Rep. 
Doug Collins, the top Re¬ 
publican on the Judiciary 
panel. 

Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., 
called the strategy "im¬ 
peachment in drag." 

The Barr saga appearsdes- 
tined to end up in court. 
Nadler threatened Friday 
to hold Barr in contempt if 
he did not comply with a fi¬ 
nal request to tum over the 
Mueller report and the rel¬ 
evant investigative materi¬ 
als. The J ustice Department 
is unlikely to comply, likely 
prompting a vote of con¬ 
tempt in committee and 
then the full House. 

'The committee isprepared 
to make every realistic ef¬ 
fort to reach an accom¬ 
modation with the depart¬ 
ment," Nadler wrote to Barr. 
"But if the department per¬ 
sists in its baseless refusal to 


comply with a validly issued 
subpoena, the committee 
will move to contempt pro¬ 
ceedings and seek further 
legal recourse." 

The Justice Department 
declined to comment on 
Nadler's latest threat of 
contempt. But White House 
p ress sec re tary Sarah Sand - 
ers told reporters that she 
believes "at no point will it 
everbe enough"forDemo- 
crats 

While a contempt vote 
would send a message, it 
wouldn't force the Justice 
Department to hand over 
the report. Nor would it 
guarantee criminal charg¬ 
es against Barr: House ap¬ 
proval of the contempt ci¬ 
tation would send a criminal 
referral to the U.S. attorney 
forthe District of Columbia, 
a Justice Department offi¬ 
cial who is likely to defend 
the attorney general. 

But if the U.S. attorney de¬ 
clines to prosecute, Demo¬ 
crats have other methods 
to force compliance with 
witnesses, like hefty fines 
for witnesses who fail to ap¬ 


pear. Even as Democrats 
struggle with Barr, they are 
in hot pursuit of Mueller's 
testimony. Nadler said the 
panel was 'filming up the 
date" for Mueller's testimo¬ 
ny and hoped it would be 
May 15. Trump signaled he 
won't try to stop it. During 
a brief Oval Office session 
with reporters Friday, Trump 
deferred to Barr, saying, 
"I don't know. That's up to 
the attorney general, who 
I think has done a fantastic 
job." 

It's possible that Barr could 
blockMuellerfrom appear¬ 
ing, since the special coun¬ 
sel is still a Justice Depart¬ 
ment employee. But Barr 
has said he has no objec¬ 
tion to Mueller testifying. 

On the other side of the 
Capitol, Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Und- 
sey Graham, R-S.C., says 
he doesn't need Mueller 
to testify to his panel. But 
he is willing to hear Mueller 
out on one, narrow matter. 
On Friday, he offered to let 
Mueller provide testimo¬ 
ny "if you would like" as to 
whether he felt Barr misrep¬ 
resented Mueller's views at 
the Senate hearing. 

Barr testified Wednesday 
that Mueller didn't chal¬ 
lenge the accuracy of his 
memo summarizing the 
principal conelusionsof the 
special counsel's report, in¬ 
cluding when they spoke 
on the phone. Barr made 
that assertion despite a let¬ 
ter he received in March 
from Mueller complaining 
Barr's summary didn't fully 
capture the "context, na¬ 
ture and substance" of his 
nearly 400-page report. 
Graham invited Mueller to 
provide testimony "regard¬ 
ing any misrepresentation 
by the attorney general 
of the substance of that 
phone call." He did not 
specify whether he want¬ 
ed Mueller to appear in 
person.Q 
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APNewsBreak: Montana govemorsigns sports betting bill 



lucille Brien plays a video poker machine atthe Monte Barand Casino in Billings, Montana, Tues¬ 
day, April 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MATT VOLZ 
Associated Press 
HELENA, Mont (AP) — Mon¬ 
tana became the first state 
to legalize sports betting 
this year after Gov. Steve 
Bullock signed a bill Friday 
for the state lottery to over¬ 
see a system of wagering 
through kiosks and mobile 
applications that could be 
running by fa II. 

Montana is at the head of 
a wave of states passing 
legislation this year to allow 
gambling on sports, and 
it becomes the seventh 
state to legalize the prac¬ 
tice since the U.S. Supreme 
Court allowed it nation¬ 
wide la st year. 

Tennessee's governor will 
allow a bill in that state to 
become law without his 
signature. Bills passed by 
lawmakers in Iowa and In¬ 
diana are awaiting action 
by the governors. Colora¬ 
do's Legislature on Friday 
approved a ballot question 
that will ask voters this fa II if 
sports gambling should be 
legalized there. 

The Montana law became 
effective immediately, and 
supporters expect to move 
quickly to get the system 
operating. Ihe bill's spon¬ 
sor, Democratic Rep. Ryan 
Lynch, said the goal is to 
have it running by the start 
of the football season in 
September. 

"It's a good day for Mon¬ 
tana to be able to see 
sports betting in the mar¬ 
ketplace," Lynch said. "I 
think Montanans will enjoy 
the new aspect of watch¬ 
ing sports forentertainment 
as well as betting on it." 

"The bill allows licensed bars 
and restaurants to have 
kiosks and mobile applica¬ 
tions that can only be used 
inside those establishments. 
The Montana Tavern Asso¬ 
ciation had lobbied heav¬ 
ily for legalization, and the 
measure effectively gives 
the association's members 


a monopoly. 

Association executive di¬ 
rector John Iverson said 
the value to restaurants 
and bars will be in the new 
customers and those who 
stay longer because of the 
gambling. 

"Extra cheeseburgers; extra 
slices of pizza, a few more 
people filling seats," Iverson 
said of the expected ben¬ 
efits 'The actual revenue 
from the gaming isn't going 
to be significant." 

Lottery officials estimate 
people will wager more 
than $65 million in the first 
year, which would mean 
about $3.7 million in rev¬ 
enue to the state after an 
expected 80 percent pay¬ 
out and expenses. 

Both wagers and revenue 
are expected to rise to $87 
million in bets and $5.4 mil¬ 
lion in revenue by 2023, ac¬ 
cording to estimates The 
profits will be mixed with 
other lottery revenue and 
go to the state treasury 
and to a scholarship fund. 
Lawmakers sent Bullock 
two bills that would have 
created competing sports 
betting systems. 

One was the lottery bill, 
while the otherwould have 
allowed private business¬ 
es to run sportsbooks, ki¬ 
osks and mobile appsthat 
would be regulated by the 
state Department of Jus¬ 
tice. 

That bill would have im¬ 
posed an 8.5% tax on 
sportsbooks and generate 
at least $800,000 a year in 
revenue for the state, ac¬ 
cording to the bill's sponsor. 
Ihe sponsors of the bills 
urged the Democratic gov- 
emorto sign both bills, say¬ 
ing the competition would 
be good forthe state. 
Bullock vetoed the second 
bill. Fie said in his veto letter 
that the lottery has existing 
infrastructure and is heavily 
regulated, which ensures a 
transparent environment. 


The private business model, 
on the other hand, might 
favor companies with the 
most money and create 
a fragmented market that 
generates a lot less money 


forthe taxpayers, he said. 
The private model can be 
revisited after the new sys¬ 
tem is tested, he said. 

"A new ma rket like this c a n- 
not support sports wager¬ 


ing under both systems at 
once," Bullock wrote. "For 
the market to succeed, 
Montana needs to enter 
the sports wage ring market 
conservatively.'O 
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J udge: ICEagentscantuse immigration interview a strap' 



In this Friday, March 15,2019 file photo, Hui Fang Dong leave the federal courthouse inGieenbelt; 
Md., after a hearing on whether Dong's husband, Wanrong Lin, can ramain in the U.S while he 
seeks to legalize his immigration status. 

Associated Press 


By MIC HAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 
COLLEGE PARK, Md. (AP) — 

U.S. Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement agents 
impermissibly arrested a 
Maryland resident after he 
showed up for an interview 
with immigration officials, a 
federal judge said in a rul¬ 
ing that could benefit oth¬ 
ers fighting deportation or¬ 
ders. 

U.S. District J udge George 
Hazel's decision Thursday 
extends a previous order 
that blocked authorities 
from deporting Wanrong 
Un to his native China. Un's 
wife and three children are 
U.S. citizens. 

ICE agents put Un on a 
commercial flight from 
New Jersey to Shanghai 
last November, but Hazel 
ordered Un to be returned 
to the U.S. before the flight 
arrived in China. The Ameri¬ 
can Civil Uberties Union of 
Maryland sued on Un's be¬ 
half only minutes before 
the plane took off. 

ICE agents had detained 
Un last August afterhisinter¬ 
view for his application for 
a "stateside waiver," which 
allows noncitizens facing 
deportation to remain in 
the U.S. while seeking legal 
status. 

Hazel said the government 
can't use that process"asa 
trap for unsuspecting ap¬ 
plicants" The judge said 
agents effectively used the 
interview to lure Un to his 
arrest, preventing him from 


completing the provisional 
waiverprocess. 
"Defendants have thus 
taken a rule that was pro¬ 
mulgated for one purpose 
and used itforthe opposite 
purpose," Hazel wrote. 
ACLU of Maryland attor¬ 
ney Nick Steiner said he has 
shared the decision with 
other immigrant ad vo cates 
in case they have clients in 
a similar predicament. 
"Nothing in the decision di¬ 
rectly applies beyond Mr. 
Un," Steiner said. 

But the ruling sends a "pret¬ 
ty strong signal to ICE" that 
it can't abuse the provi¬ 


sional waiver process in this 
fashion, the ACLU attorney 
added. 

Justice Department attor¬ 
neys assigned to the case 
didn't immediately respond 
to an email seeking com¬ 
ment. 

In statements released by 
the ACLU of Maryland, 
Un and his wife, Hui Fang 
Dong, said they are happy 
and relieved that he can 
stay with his family at their 
home in California, Mary¬ 
land, where they own and 
operate a restaurant. 

"I don't know what we 
would have done if he had 


to go backto China,"Dong 
said. 

Dong became a natural¬ 
ized U.S. citizen in 2004, the 
sa me yea rthey ma rried. Un 
did not, but sought asylum 
in 2008, a request that was 
denied and resulted in an 
order for his deportation. 
He did not actually leave 
the country, however, un¬ 
til he was deported in No¬ 
vember. 

Un, 38, was 14 years old 
when he came to the U.S. 
alone in 1994. Remov¬ 
ing him now will keep him 
separated from his family 
for years, his lawyers have 


said. 

The judge wrote, "Mr. Un 
would be asked to fend for 
himself in a country he has 
not lived in since 2002. He 
has no family in Shanghai, 
a nd it is unc lea r how he will 
care forhimself." 

The preliminary injunction 
granted by Hazel gives Un 
more time to stay in the 
country while he seeks per¬ 
manent residence, but it's 
not the final word in the 
case. 

During a hearing in March, 
Justice Department at¬ 
torney Julian Kurz said ICE 
agents have the discretion 
to make arrests and en¬ 
force deportation orders "in 
a resource-efficient way." 
He said Un's attorneys were 
asking the court to block 
an "indisputably valid re¬ 
moval order." 

"Removing Un would not 
be inconsistent with any 
statute, regulation or the 
Constitution," Kurz said. 

In 2016, Un and Dong be¬ 
gan applying for the state¬ 
side waiver. As part of the 
process, they went for an 
interview at a federal im¬ 
migration office in Balti¬ 
more in August to confirm 
the "bona fides" of their 
marriage, the ACLU law¬ 
yers said. The interviewer 
told Dong that the valid¬ 
ity of their marriage would 
be confirmed but escorted 
Un to a separate room for 
more questioning. That's 
when ICE agents arrested 
himO 


'Fatal Attraction 1 killerCarolyn 
Warmus granted parole 



This file photo from Jan. 22,1991, shows ex-school teacherCar- 
olyn Warm us during trial in Westchester County Court 


WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. (AP) 

A former New York school¬ 
teacher who was convict¬ 
ed of killing herloveriswife in 
a sensational case dubbed 
the Fatal Attraction murder 
has been granted parole. 


Carolyn Warmuswill be re¬ 
leased from Bedford Hills 
prison as early as J une 10 
aftera three-member pan¬ 
el of the state Parole Board 
granted her release. The 
decision was first reported 


in the J oumal News. 
Warmus, now 55, was sen¬ 
tenced to 25 years to life in 
prison in 1992 for the mur¬ 
der of Betty J eanne Solo¬ 
mon. 

Prosecutors said Warmus 
was having an affair with 
the victim's husband, fel¬ 
low teacher Paul Solomon, 
when she fired nine gun¬ 
shots at Betty J ea nne Solo¬ 
mon in the victim's home in 
Greenburgh, New York on 
Jan. 15,1989. 

Warmus' first trial ended in 
a hung jury in 1991 with the 


jurors dead locked 8-4 in fa¬ 
vor of conviction. She was 
found guilty of second-de¬ 
gree murdera yearlater. 

A key witness in the trial 
was New York City private 
investigator Vincent Parco, 
who testified that he had 
sold Warmus a .25-caliber 
handgun with a silencer 
days before the killing. 
Warmus, the daughter of 
a wealthy Michigan insur¬ 
ance executive, has al¬ 
ways maintained her inno¬ 
cence. She wasdenied pa¬ 
role when she first became 


eligible in 2017. 

Mayer Morganroth, an at¬ 
torney for Warmus, said in 
an email, 'We are indeed 
pleased that release has 
been granted." He said 
Warmus' legal team would 
be busy putting 'the partic¬ 
ulars of herfuture" in place. 
Paul Solomon declined to 
comment to the Journal 
News about Warmus' pa¬ 
role. The case wasdubbed 
the Fatal Attraction killing 
after the 1987 movie star¬ 
ring Glenn Close and Mi¬ 
chael Douglas.O 
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Minneapolis to pay $20M to 
family of 911 callerslain by cop 



In this Aug. 11,2017, file photo, Johanna Morrow plays the didg- 
eridoo during a memorial service forj ustine Ruszczyk Damond 
at Lake Harriet in Minneapolis. 

Associated Press 


By AMY FO Rim 
Associated ness 
MINNEAPOUS (AP) — Min¬ 
neapolis will pay $20 million 
to the family of an unarmed 
woman shot by a police of¬ 
ficer after she called 911 to 
reporta possible crime, city 
leaders announced Friday 
— a move that comes just 
three daysafterthe former 
officer was convicted of 
murder. 

The settlement reached 
with the family of Justine 
Ruszczyk Damond, a dual 
citizen of the U.S. and Aus¬ 
tralia, is believed to be the 
largest stemming from po¬ 
lice violence in the state 
of Minnesota. It's believed 
thatMohamed Nooristhe 
first Minnesota officerto be 
convicted of murderforan 
on-d uty shooting. 

Asked about the amount 
and speed of the settle¬ 
ment, Mayor Jacob Frey 
cited Norn's unprecedent¬ 
ed conviction, as well as 
the officer's failure to iden¬ 
tify a threat before he used 
deadly force. 

'This is not a victory for any¬ 
one, but rather a way for 
our city to move forward," 
he said. "I do believe that 
we will move forward to¬ 
gether, united in the shared 
belief that such a tragedy 
should never occur in our 
city." 

Bob Bennett, an attorney 
fo r Da mo nd's fa mily in Aus- 
tralia, called the settlement 
amount 'transformation¬ 
al" and said it "serves as a 
marker for future transgres¬ 
sions." 

Damond, a dual citizen of 
the U.S. and Australia, had 
called 911 late on the night 
of J uly 15, 2017, to sum¬ 
mon officers to a possible 
ra pe in the a Hey behind her 
house. Noorand hispartner 
were driving down the alley 
in a police SUV when they 
say they were startled by a 


loud bang on the vehicle. 
Noor testified that he fired 
to protectthemfrom a per¬ 
ceived threat, after he saw 
his partner's terrified reac¬ 
tion, and saw a woman 
appear at the driver's side 
window, raising her right 
arm. 

Bennett said Moor's own 
testimony appeared to 
doom any defense of a 
civil claim. 

"He didn't see a threat," 
Bennett said. 

Jurors on Tuesday found 
Noor guilty of third-degree 
murder and second-de¬ 
gree manslaughter. They 
deliberated for about liy 2 
hours after hearing three 
weeks of testimony. 

Da mo nd's family had filed 
a lawsuit against the city 
and police leaders seeking 
more than $50 million, al¬ 
leging her civil rights were 
violated. 

The settlement, which will 
be paid by the city's self- 
insurance fund, calls for 
Da mo nd's fa mily to donate 
$2 million to a local foun¬ 
dation's fund aimed at ad¬ 
dressing gun violence. City 
leaders commended the 
family for addressing the 
broader issue of police vio¬ 
lence, particularly affect¬ 
ing communities of color. 
The settlement still needs a 
judge's approval, but Ben¬ 
nett said he anticipates 
that will happen. 

The death of Damond, 40, 
came a month before she 
was due to marry. Noor, 
33, who had trained to be¬ 
come a police officer in 
a mid-career switch, was 
fired afterhe wascharged. 
He is in custody awaiting 
sentencing in June. Sen¬ 
tencing guidelines call for 
as many as 15 years in pris¬ 
on on the murder charge, 
though judges can depart 
from the guidelines. 
Prosecutors criticized Noor 


for shooting without see¬ 
ing a weapon orDamond's 
hands They also ques¬ 
tioned whether the loud 
bang was real. Neither 
Noor nor his partner, Mat¬ 
thew Hanity, mentioned 
it to investigators at the 
scene, with Hanity first men¬ 
tioning it three days later in 
an interview with state in¬ 
vestigators. Noor refused to 
talk to investigators. 
Damond's death angered 
and bewildered citizens in 
the U.S. and Australia, and 
led to the resignation of 
Minneapolis' police chief. It 
also led the department to 
change its policy on body 
cameras. 

The fatal shooting and ver¬ 
dict were fraught with the 


issue of race. Damond was 
white, and Noor is Somali 
American, leading some 
in the community to ques¬ 
tion whether the case was 
treated the same as police 
shootings involving black 
victims. 

Frey said he understands 


frustrations of those who 
feel that they have been 
denied justice, but said 
the circumstances of each 
civil case is different. Ben¬ 
nett said he doesn't be¬ 
lieve race played a factor 
in the size or speed of this 
settle me ntO 
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UK governing party takes Biexit battering in local elections 



Britain's Prime MinisberTheresa May attends the Welsh Conservative party conference atUangol- 
len, Wales, Friday May 3, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By J ILL LAWLESS 
Associated ness 
LONDON (AP) — Britain's 
dominant political parties 
took a hammering in local 
elections as Brexit-weary 
voters expressed frustration 
over the country's stalled 
departure from the Euro¬ 
pean Union, according to 
updated results Friday. 
Almostthree yearsafterU.K. 
voters narrowly decided in 
a referendum to leave the 
EU, the date and terms of 
Brexit remain uncertain fol¬ 
lowing months of gridlock 
in Parliament. 

The results from Thursday's 
local elections in England 
and Northern Ireland sug¬ 
gested voters blamed the 
governing Conservative 
Party and to a lesserextent, 
the opposition LabourParty 
forthe impasse. 

Tallies reported Friday from 
almost all of the 259 local 
authorities that had posi¬ 
tions up for grabs showed 
the Conservatives shed¬ 
ding more than 1,200 local 
council seats, more than 
one-quarter of the ones it 
had held. 


The left-of-center Labour 
Party fared less badly than 
the Tories, but lost around 
70 positions after hoping 
to increase the number of 
members serving as local 
councilors 

The Conservatives previ¬ 


ously had members filling 
about 60 percent of the 
more than 8,000 seats that 
were contested. Elections 
didn't take place in Lon¬ 
don, Scotland orWales 
Conservative Prime Minister 
Theresa May said the elec¬ 


tions as a whole carried a 
"simple message" for both 
the Conservative and La¬ 
bour parties: "| ust get on 
and deliver Brexit." 

An audience memberat a 
Conservative conference 
in Wales had a blunter 


message. The party mem¬ 
ber heckled May, shouting 
'Why don't you resign? We 
don't want you." 

The Conservatives and La- 
bourare bracing forworse 
results in the European Par¬ 
liament elections in three 
weeks 

Britain was due to have left 
the EU well before the Euro¬ 
pea n vote, but Brexit was 
postponed until Oct. 31 be¬ 
cause May was unable to 
get lawmakers to approve 
her divorce deal with the 
EU. In truth, the message 
sent by voters was loud 
but fa r from c lea r. With the 
country still split over leav¬ 
ing the EU, the rejection of 
both main parties reflected 
frustration from both pro- 
Brexit voters and supporters 
of Britain's EU membership. 
'The people that voted to 
remain blame usforleaving 
and the people that voted 
to leave blame usbecause 
we haven't left yet," said 
Conservative politician Tim 
Warren, who losthisseaton 
Bath and North East Som¬ 
erset Council in southwest 
England.^ 


Australian prime minisberrejectscandidate'sIslam posts 


By ROD McGUIRK 
Associated FYess 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— Australia's prime minister 
said his Ub era I Party reject¬ 
ed the anti-Muslim views of 
an election candidate who 
on Friday became the third 
to lose the conservative 
party's endorsement in as 
many daysovertheir social 
media histories. 

The scandals surrounding 
candidates have become 
distractions for Prime Minis¬ 
ter Scott Morrison and op¬ 
position leader Bill Shorten 
this week as they attempt 
to focus voters on policies 
ahead of the May 18 elec¬ 
tion. Candidates for both 
the Uberal Party and the 
center-left Labor Party op¬ 
position quit on Friday over 
theironline pasts. 

Morrison had stood by 
Jessica Whelan, a Uberal 
candidate for the House 
of Representatives in Tas¬ 
mania state, amid accu¬ 
sations on Thursday she 
made anti-Muslim posts on 
social media. Morrison said 



Australian Ftime Minister Scott Morrison, left; and opposition leader Bill Shorten shake hands be¬ 
fore the Sky Nevus/Courier Mail People's Fbium in Brisbane, May 3, 2019. 

Associated ness 


screenshots of Whelan's 
comments appeared to 
have been doctored and 
a complaint had been 
made to police. 

But Whelan stepped aside 


Friday over further posts 
published in a newspaper 
overnight, conceding that 
she was responsible for 
some of them. 

The Mercury newspaper 


in Tasmania reported that 
a 2017 post called for a 
national vote on whether 
Muslims should be allowed 
into Australia. Another post 
reportedly argued that ref¬ 


ugees from Syria and Iraq 
should not be resettled in 
Tasmania. 

Morrison said neither he 
nor his party accepted her 
views. 

"Her views were her views 
and they do not repre¬ 
sent the views of the party 
I lead," Morrison told re¬ 
porters. Another Uberal 
candidate, Jeremy Heam, 
was dumped by the party 
Wednesday after a series 
of anti-Muslim comments 
came to light. The House 
candidate for Victoria 
state wrote online in 2016 
that taxpayers should not 
fund Muslim schools be¬ 
cause they were 'foment¬ 
ing rebellion against the 
government." 

Also Wednesday, Peter Kil- 
lin, who was running forthe 
House in Victoria, resigned 
from the party after secretly 
attacking gay government 
lawmakerTlm Wilson online 
in December and calling 
for party members to do 
more to prevent gays from 
being electedO 
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European, US invesligatois make major darknet bust 



Pieces of evidence are presented on Riday, May 3, 2019 at a press conference in Wiesbaden, 
Geimany, about European and American investigatois breaking up one of the worid's largest 
online criminal trafficking operations 

Associated Press 


BERLIN (AP) — European 
and American investiga¬ 
tors have broken up one 
of the world's largest online 
criminal marketplaces for 
drugs, hacking tools and fi¬ 
nancial-theft wa res a series 
of raids in the United States 
and Germany, authorities 
said Friday. 

Three German men, ages 
31, 22 and 29, were arrest¬ 
ed after the raids in three 
southern states on a nega¬ 
tions they operated the so- 
called "Wall Street Market" 
da rknet platform, which 
hosted some 5,400 sellers 
and more than 1 million 
customer accounts, Frank¬ 
furt prosecutor Georg Un- 
gefuktold reporters in Wies¬ 
baden. 

A Brazilian man, the site's al¬ 
leged moderator, was also 
charged. 

The three Germans, iden¬ 
tified in U.S. court docu¬ 
ments as Tibo Lousee, Jon¬ 
athan Kalla and Klaus-Mar- 
tin Frost, face drug charges 
in Germany on allegations 
they administrated the 
platform where cocaine, 
heroin and other drugs, as 
well as forged documents 
and other illegal material 
were sold. 

They have also been 
charged in the United 


States with conspiring to 
launder money and distrib¬ 
ute illegal drugs, accord¬ 
ing to a criminal complaint 
filed in Los Angeles federal 
court. 

'The charges filed in Ger¬ 
many and the United 
States will significantly dis¬ 
rupt the illegal sale of drugs 
on the da rknet," Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Ryan White 
told reporters in Germany. 
'We believe that Wall Street 


Market recently became 
the worid's largest da rknet 
marketplace for contra¬ 
band including narcotics, 
hacking tools, illegal ser¬ 
vices and stolen financial 
data." 

Ungefuk said Wall Street 
Market was at least the 
second biggest, refusing 
to name others for fear of 
jeopardizing other investi¬ 
gations 

In the nearly two-year op¬ 


eration involving European 
police agency Europoland 
authorities in the Nether¬ 
lands as well as the U.S. 
and Germany, investiga¬ 
tors pinpointed the three 
men as administrators of 
the platform on the dark- 
net. It is pa rt of the internet 
often used by criminalsthat 
is hosted within an encrypt¬ 
ed networkand accessible 
only through anonymity¬ 
providing tools, such asthe 


Tor browser. 

Transactions were con¬ 
ducted using cryptocurren¬ 
cies, and the suspects took 
commissions ranging from 
2%to 6% Ungefuk said. 

The site trafficked docu¬ 
ments such as identity pa¬ 
pers and drivers' licenses 
but an estimated 60% or 
more of the business was 
drug-related, he said. 
Authorities swept in quick¬ 
ly after the platform was 
switched into a "mainte¬ 
nance mode" on April 23, 
and the suspects allegedly 
began transferring funds 
used on the platform to 
themselves in a so-called 
"exit sc a m," Ungefuk sa id. 
The U.S. Depa rtment of J us- 
tice said the administrators 
took approximately $11 mil¬ 
lion in the exit scam from 
escrow and useraccounts. 
The U.S. identified a fourth 
defendant as Marcos Pau¬ 
lo De Oliveira-Annibale, 29, 
of Sao Paulo, Brazil. It was 
not clear if he had been 
arrested and federal po¬ 
lice in Brazil wouldn't com¬ 
ment. Brazilian authorities 
searched his home Thurs¬ 
day after investigators 
linked his online persona to 
pictures he posted of him¬ 
self years ago, U.S. officials 
saidO 


Algeria ns rally for 11th weekto remove elite from power 



A demonstrators waves an Algerian flag during a pretest in Al¬ 
giers, Algeria, Riday, May 3, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By AOMAROUAU 
ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) 

Tens of thousands of Al¬ 
gerians rallied for an 11th 
straight week Friday to 
maintain pressure on the 
old guard in government to 
leave office a month after 
the country's president of 
two decades was forced 
to resign. 

Demonstrators waving or 
wrapped in Algeria's na¬ 
tional flag repeated "Every¬ 
one must go" and 'Gang 
of thieves, you have ruined 
the country," among the 
familiar chants from the 
weekly protests that started 
Feb. 22. 

Crowds turned out in more 
than a dozen cities, ac¬ 
cording to online news site 
T5A Algeria. 

The street protestswere trig¬ 
gered by long-time Presi¬ 
dent Abdelaziz Bouteflika's 


plan to seek a fifth term in 
an April election. He with¬ 
drew from the face and 
canceled the vote amid 
the continued protests. 
Bouteflika, 82 and ailing, 
stepped down April 2 un¬ 
der pressure from Algeria's 
powerful army chief who 
sided with the protesters. 
The president of the Alge¬ 
rian Senate, Abdelkader 
Bensalah, took over as in¬ 
terim leader for 90 days 
under a constitutionally 
prescribed process. A presi¬ 
dential election has been 
rescheduled forj uly 4. 

The political opposition and 
most protesters are oppos¬ 
ing the new election date 
and the process for trans¬ 
ferring power, which gives 
rolesto Bensalah and other 
members of Bouteflika's en¬ 
tourage. 

They are demanding elec¬ 


tions on their own terms 
and a new political system 
to replace the one that 
was adopted when Alge¬ 
ria gained independence 
from France in 1962. 
Protesters have expressed 
mixed opinions about 
whether a rmy c hief Ahmed 
Gaid Salah fits their vision. 
He has pressed protesters 
to follow the constitutional 
process for installing a new 
government. Some Algeri¬ 
ans support him. 

"We have to help Gaid 
Salah. The political class 
should answerhiscallfordi- 
alogue to get out of this im¬ 
passe," Lakhdar Bouregaa, 
a veteran of the war for 
independence in his 80s, 
said. 

Other citizens are skeptical 
Gaid Salah would help give 
Algeria a clean start orfear 
a military intervention to re¬ 


solve the protracted power 
struggle. 

"He's working forthe power 
structure," protester Louisa 
Yani said. "He's using his 
(past) role asa fighterto sell 
us the roadmap of those in 
power." 

It was unclear how Rama¬ 


dan will affect the protests 
in coming weeks Muslims 
abstain from food and 
drink from sunrise to sunset 
during Ramadan, slowing 
the pace of life and closing 
offices early. Some Algeri¬ 
ans said they plan to dem¬ 
onstrate at night.Q 







SATURDAY 4 MAY 


EWORLD NEWS 



Afg ha nistan's grand counc il ends with call Ibrpeace talks 



Delegates attend the last day ofthe Afghan Loya J iiga meeting in Kabul, Afghanistan, Fiiday, May 
3, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By AMIR SHAH 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— An Afghan grand coun¬ 
cil convened by President 
Ashraf Ghani ended on 
Friday with a resounding 
call for peace with the Tal¬ 
iban and a promise from 
the president to free 175 
Taliban prisoners ahead 
of Ramadan, the Islamic 
holy month that starts next 
week. 

The council — known as 
Loya J irga — had brought 
together more than 3,200 
participants, politicians, 
tribal elders, many promi¬ 
nent figures and others to 
hammerouta shared strat¬ 
egy for future negotiations 
with the Taliban. 

Ghani had sought to proj¬ 
ect a unified stance with 
the council but several 
prominent Afghans boy¬ 
cotted the gathering, in¬ 
cluding Ghani's partner in 
the government, Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive Abdullah Abdullah, 
exposing the deepening 
rifts in the administration. 

"I wa nt to sa y to the Ta lib a n 


that the choice is now in 
your hands," Ghani said at 
the closing ceremony in 
Kabul. "Now it is your tum 
to show what you want to 
do." 

Ghani said the message 
of the five-day gathering 


was clean "Afghans want 
peace." 

He also offered a cease-fire 
but stressed that it would 
not be unilateral. The pro¬ 
posal is likely moot as the 
Taliban have so far reject¬ 
ed a cease-fire until U.S. 


and NATO troops withdraw 
from the country. 

The Taliban have in recent 
months stepped-up their 
attacks, inflicting stagger¬ 
ing casualties on Afghan 
forces, and now hold sway 
over half the country. The 


U.S., meanwhile, has ac¬ 
celerated efforts to find a 
peaceful resolution to the 
17-year war — America's 
longest conflict. 

U.S. special peace envoy 
Slmay Khalilzad, appoint¬ 
ed last year, has been criss¬ 
crossing the region seeking 
consensus among Afghani¬ 
stan's neighbors, as well as 
Russia and China, on the 
need for a peace settle¬ 
ment. President Donald 
Trump has also expressed 
his frustration with Washing¬ 
ton's longtime involvement 
in Afghanistan, as well as 
a desire to bring the esti¬ 
mated 14,000 U.S. soldiers 
home. 

The grand council pro¬ 
duced a 23-point list for 
peace-talks with the Tal¬ 
iban, including a truce for 
Ramadan, when Muslims 
fast from dawn to dusk. 

The Loya Jinga also urged 
the government to form a 
strong negotiating team 
and said at least 50 of its 
members should represent 
victims of wars. □ 


Syria rebels repel limited atftac k on enc lave despite true e 





This photo provided by the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets, which has been authenticated 
based on its contents and other AP repotting, shows smoke rises after Syrian government and Rus¬ 
sian aitsbikes hit the town of al-Habeet; southern Idlib, Syria, Riday, May 3, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH ELDEEB 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian rebel 
fighters repelled an attack 
by government forces fol¬ 
lowing brief clashes Friday 
atthe southern edge ofthe 
last rebel-held enclave in 
Syria, activists and the insur¬ 
gents said. Itwasthe first at¬ 
tempted ground operation 
to violate a shaky seven- 
month truce. 

The clashes came after 
days of intense govern¬ 
ment escalation against 
the rebel enclave in north¬ 
western Syria that included 
Russian airstrikes and indis¬ 
criminate barrel bombs 
Russia said its air base in 
nearby Latakia province 
came under attack Friday 
but its forces thwarted the 
attempt, without elaborat¬ 
ing. 

The increased fighting has 
undermined the cease-fire 
negotiated by Russia and 
Turkey, in place since Sep¬ 
tember. The agreement 
has since been weakened 
by recurrent cycles of vio¬ 
lence. 

The Britain-based Syr¬ 


ian Observatory for Human 
Rights, which monitors the 
war in Syria, described the 
escalation as the 'fiercest" 
since September. It said 
fighting during the last four 


days had killed at least 38. 
After a wave of a irstrikes, 
rebel groups and the Ob¬ 
servatory said government 
troops and allied fighters 
attempted to advance 


on the rebel enclave from 
the Qalaat al-Madiq area 
in Hama province, clash¬ 
ing with insurgents there. 
The Observatory said the 
attempted advance fol¬ 


lowed intense a irstrikes on 
the southern edge of Idlib 
province and northern 
Hama. 

The rebel forces, organized 
under the name of the 
National Front for Ubera- 
tion, said they repelled the 
advancing government 
troops and destroyed two 
vehicles. They also said 
they had killed government 
soldiers, a claim that could 
not be immediately veri¬ 
fied. 

The activist-operated 
Shaam news agency said 
the rebels had killed Syr¬ 
ian soldiers using armed 
drones 

The head ofthe Observato¬ 
ry, Rami Abdurrahman, said 
there had been a buildup 
of government troops in 
the area for days. He said 
the attempted advance 
appeared designed to ex¬ 
pand government control 
of strategic areas and pro¬ 
tect the Russian air base in 
Latakia. Moscow hasprevi- 
ously warned that hostilities 
in Idlib and the surrounding 
area threaten the baseO 
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OY A TOES-IN-THE-SAND SUNSET DINNER 

3-COURSE SUNSET SPECIAL • DAILY 5 -7PM 
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In thisJ an. 31, 2018, file photo, a full moon rises behind the Grand Palace in Bangkok, Thailand. 

Associated Ftess 


Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — The offi¬ 
cial c o ro na tio n ofTha ila nd's 
King Maha Vajiralongkom , 
who is a Iso known as Rama 
X, involves months of rituals 
that will culminate in three 
days of elaborate pag¬ 
eantry, including a parade 
and an appearance by the 
monarch on a balcony of 
the Grand Palace. The final 
event will be a royal barge 
procession in October. 

The last coronation, of Va- 
jiralongkom's late father 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, 
was on May 5, 1950 . Bhu¬ 
mibol died in 2016 at age 
88 after reigning for seven 
decades. 

PRELIMINARY RITUALS Prep¬ 
arations for the royal coro¬ 
nation began in April with 
the collection and bless¬ 
ings of water from across 
Thailand to be used in this 
weekend's ceremonies. 


Prayers by monks at the 
Temple of the Emerald 
Buddha preceded the in¬ 
scriptions of royal golden 
plaques and the Royal Seal 


of State, according to a 
schedule released by the 
Thai government. The king 
also has paid his respects 
to earlier monarchs, Rama 


I and Rama V, at statues 
and memorials in Bangkok, 
and worshipped "sacred 
beings" at locations within 
the palace. 


MAY 4, SATURDAY, CORO¬ 
NATION DAY: In a royal 
purification ceremony at 
the Grand Palace , holy 
water is poured over the 
king's head. An anoint¬ 
ment ceremony with more 
consecrated waterfollows. 
He then ascends the royal 
throne and sits beneath 
the royal 9-tiered umbrella, 
used only by the king, to 
receive the royal golden 
plaque, royal regalia and 
weapons of sovereignty, 
among other symbols of 
the monarchy, from the 
c hief Bra hmin — a d ig nita ry 
whose role reflects the influ¬ 
ence of Hinduism on Thai's 
monarchy. 

The king later receives 
members of the royal fam¬ 
ily, the Privy Council and 
Cabinet, among other se¬ 
nior officials, who will pay 
their respects in the Throne 
Hall. □ 


Vietnam woman tried in NKorean sc ion's killing leaves prison 


KAJANG, Malaysia (AP) — 

The Vietnamese woman 
who was tried for the kill¬ 
ing of the estranged half 
brother of North Korea's 
leaderwasreleased from a 
Malaysian prison and was 
planning to return home 
laterFriday, herlawyerand 
an embassy translatorsaid. 
Doan Thi Huong's release 
likely closes the case, since 
four North Koreans named 
as co-conspirators in the 
2017 slaying are not in cus¬ 
tody. Malaysian officials 
never officially accused 
North Korea and made it 
c lea r they d id n't wa nt the 
trial politicized. 


Vietnamese embassy trans¬ 
lator Maridam Yacfar told 
reporters at the prison that 
Doan Thi Huong looked 
"happy" but couldn't give 
furtherdetails. 

Huong's lawyer, HisyamTeh 
Poh Teik, said Huong went 
to an immigration office 
and will fly back to Hanoi 
laterFriday. 

Huong, 30, pleaded guilty 
to a lessercharge of caus¬ 
ing injury last month after 
prosecutors dropped the 
murderchange against her. 
She was sentenced to 40 
months in prison from the 
day of her arrest and was 
released earlyforgood be¬ 


havior. 

Huong wasthe last suspect 
in custody after the Ma¬ 
laysian attorney general's 
stunning decision in March 
to drop the murder case 
against her co-defendant, 
Indonesian Siti Aisyah, fol¬ 
lowing high-level lobby¬ 
ing from Jakarta. Huong 
sought to be acquitted 
after Aisyah wasfreed, but 
prosecutors rejected her 
request. Aisyah returned 
home to Indonesia. 

The two women were 
charged with colluding 
with the four North Koreans 
to murder Kim Jong Nam 
with VX nerve agent.Q 



In this April 1 , 2019, file photo, Vietnamese Doan Thi Huong 
leaves Shah Alam High Court in Shah Alam, Malaysia. 

Associated Press 
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Angerovercomiption widespread ahead of Ranama election 



Supporters of Panamanian presidential candidate Romulo Roux, holding Democratic Change 
party banners, attend his closing campaign rally in Ranama City, Ihuisday, May 2, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By j UAN ZAMORA NO 
Associated Press 
PANAMA CITY (AP) — An¬ 
ger over brazen corruption 
and weariness over the po¬ 
litical status quo are wide¬ 
spread among the Pana¬ 
manian electorate ahead 
of Sunday's vote to pick a 
successorto PresidentJ uan 
Carlos Varela, on whose 
watch Latin America's 
fastest growing economy 
cooled off significantly. 

In what has been per- 
hapsthe shortest and least 
colorful campaign since 
Panama's transition to de¬ 
mocracy three decades 
ago, most election talk has 
focused on government 
malfeasance following the 
massive leak of law firm 
documents in the Panama 
Papers and a regionwide 
scandal involving bribes 
paid by Brazilian construc¬ 
tion firm Odebrecht. 

Ihe Odebrecht case "is 
particularly relevant in Pan- 
a ma in lig ht of the Pa na ma 
Papers," said Michael Shift¬ 
er, president of the Wash¬ 
ington-based Inter-Ameri¬ 
can Dialogue, alluding to 
the fact that many of the 


shell companies that be¬ 
came public through the 
leak from a Panamanian 
law firm were used to fun¬ 
nel bribesfrom the Brazilian 
company. 

"Corruption becomes an 
even more important is¬ 
sue in the context of the 
country's recent sluggish 


economic performance," 
he continued. "Many Pan¬ 
amanians are fed up with 
the political class and have 
been disappointed by suc¬ 
cessive administrations." 
Thatdiscontentcould trans¬ 
late into a return to power 
for the opposition Revolu¬ 
tionary Democratic Party 


for the third time since the 
fallofGen. Manuel Noriega 
in 1989, after it lost the last 
two presidential elections. 
A recent poll by La Prensa 
newspaper gave party 
standard-bearer Lauren- 
tino Cortizo a double-digit 
edge over his two nearest 
riva Is. 


Cortizo, a 66-year-old busi¬ 
nessman with a degree 
in business administration 
from Norwich University in 
Vermont, has had to an¬ 
swer questions about cor¬ 
ruption like the other candi¬ 
dates as a former Cabinet 
minister under President 
Martfn Torrijos(2004-2009). 

It was Torrijos who granted 
the first multimillion-do liar 
contract to Odebrecht, 
though the company's 
business in Panama grew 
significantly in the subse¬ 
quent administrations of 
Ricardo Martinelli and then 
Varela. Currently there are 
callsforinvestigationsto re¬ 
start and extend to the Tor¬ 
rijos government, but that 
has not diminished Cortizo's 
standing in the polls. He 
vows that nobody will be 
untouchable in his govern¬ 
ment if he wins the presi¬ 
dency. 'What Odebrecht 
has done in Latin America 
and Panama cannot be 
forgiven," Cortizo said in a 
recent interview days after 
the campaign's final tele¬ 
vised debate. 'Convicted 
companies, forget about 
Panama !'□ 


Shootout rattles nerves nea r busy Venezuela bolder bridge 



A woman holding her pet crosses illegally into Colombia near the Smon Bolivar International 
Bridge in La Fterada near Cucuta, Colombia, Wednesday, May 1, 2019, on the boiderwith Ven¬ 
ezuela. 

Associated Ftess 


Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

A shootout nea t a busy bor¬ 
der bridge between Ven¬ 
ezuela and Colombia sent 
droves of people ducking 
for cover Friday as they 
crossed in search of food 
and other items, authorities 
said. 

The incident took place on 
an illegal dirt road crossing 
close to the Simon Bolivar 
International Bridge where 
thousands of Venezuelans 
pour into neighboring Co¬ 
lombia each day in search 
of vital goods 
Colombia Migration Direc¬ 
tor Christian Kruger said 
one woman who did not 
belong to the illegal armed 
groups behind the shooting 
washitbya stray bullet and 
being treated at a nearby 
hospital. 

'Contraband groups ap¬ 
parently fighting for these 
routes had a confronta¬ 
tion," he said. 

Colombia has turned into 
a lifeline for thousands of 


Venezuelans who cross 
each day to migrate or 
obtain food and medicine. 
Venezuelan authorities 
closed the Simon Bolivar 
International Bridge in Feb¬ 


ruary after the opposition's 
failed bid to deliver hu¬ 
manitarian aid. Since then, 
many have been forced to 
seek a route into Colombia 
illegally instead. 


The dirt pathways known as 
"trochas"are controlled by 
illegal armed groups, who 
charge Venezuelans for 
passage. Those who cross 
are frequently harassed, 


robbed and sometimes 
even shot. 

Recently, Venezuelan au¬ 
thorities have begun al¬ 
lowing schoolchildren 
and medical patients to 
cross into Colombia on 
the bridge and permitting 
thousands returning with 
goods each day back in. 
Video shared on social me¬ 
dia of the incident shows 
people lugging heavy 
bags with supplies and 
even police officers sud¬ 
denly crouching down and 
crying asthe loud sound of 
gunfire pierced the air. 
Venezuela is in the throes 
of a political and econom¬ 
ic crisis forcing millions to 
flee. The United Nations es¬ 
timates a total of 3.7 million 
have fled in search of bet¬ 
ter opportunities abroad, 
overlO percent of Venezu¬ 
ela 's population. 

Colombia migration au¬ 
thorities said Thursday that 
over 1.2 million now reside 
in the neighboring Andean 
nationO 










Be It and Road Cooperation: Shaping a Brighter Future 


Zhang Weixin 

Consul General of the People's Republic of China in Willemstad 



WILLEMSTAD — Chinese ResidentXi Jin¬ 
ping proposed the building of the Silk 
Road Economic Belt and the 21st Cen¬ 
tury Maritime Silk Road in 2013, which is 
called the Belt and Road initiative (BRI). 
This initiative draws on the historical wis¬ 
dom and signs of ancient Silk Road, and 
is in response to the severe c hallengesof 
deficit in peace, development and gov¬ 
ernance to mankind. It aims to enhance 
connectivity and pragmatic coopera¬ 
tion, and to deliver win-win outcomes 
and common development Over the 
past more than 5 years, 127 countries 
and 29 international organizations have 
signed documents on Belt and Road co¬ 
operation with China. BRI has already 
become the most popular public goods 
and the largest cooperation platform in 
the world. 

The Second Belt and Road Forum for In¬ 
ternational Cooperation (BRF) was suc¬ 
cessfully held in Beijing during April 25th 
and 27th. Heads of state and govern¬ 
ment from 38 countries, United Nations 
and International Monetary Fund, a swell 
as more than 6000 guests from over 150 
countries and 90 international organiza¬ 
tions participated in the forum. During 
3 days, they discussed how to promote 
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation 
and enhance pragmatic cooperation 
to better benefit the people. The forum 
consisted of leader's roundtable sum¬ 
mit, the high-level meeting, 12 thematic 
forums and the CEO conference, with 
fruitful outcomes. A total of 283 achieve¬ 
ments were reached, including multi¬ 
bilateral cooperation agreements and 
pragmatic cooperation projects. The 
joint communique issued by the summit 
has demonstrated the extensive con¬ 
sensus and firm determination of partici¬ 
pating countries for a brighter future of 
BRI. 

The BRI aims to promote connectivity 
of policy, infrastructure, trade, finance 
and people-to-people exchanges and 
improves people's lives. Since 2013, 
countries a long the Belt and Road have 
strengthened theirdevelopment policies 
synergy with the BRI. Within the cooper¬ 
ation framework, the BRI has brought 6 
trillion US dollars trade volume, 80 billion 
US dollars investment, 82 economic and 


trade cooperation zones and 300,000 
local jobs. As a result, some develop¬ 
ing countries have their first modernized 
railway; others even have high-speed 
railways and cross-sea bridges. Land¬ 
locked countries have transformed into 
land-linked ones. 15,000 trains of China- 
Europe rail service overthese yearshave 
carried goods, as well asfriendship and 
hope to their destinations, connecting 
Asia and Europe continents. Data from 
the World Bankand relevant internation¬ 
al institutes indicate that the implement 
of BRI will reduce global average cost by 
l.l%-2.2%and global economic growth 
increase by 0.1% 

It was also common consensus of the 
forum that Belt and Road is a road of 
opportunitiestowardsprosperity, all par¬ 
ties agreed to act in the spirit of multi¬ 
lateralism and strengthen all-round con¬ 
nectivity, enhance the complementarity 
between the BRI and the development 
plans of participating countries as well 
as regional and international develop¬ 
ment initiatives, to achieve common de¬ 
velopment through global partnership 
on connectivity. 

Belt and Road isa road of green devel¬ 
opment and it pro motes sustainable de¬ 
velopment. Participants of the Second 
BRF agreed China's green proposal, to 
launch green infrastructure projects, 
make green investment and provide 
green financing. China and its partners 
have set up the BRI International Green 
Development Coalition, formulated the 
Green Investment Principles for the Belt 
and Road Development, implemented 
the Green Silk Road Envoys Program, 
and jointly initiated the Belt and Road 
South-South Cooperation Initiative on 
Climate Change. All these measures will 
help protect the Earth which we all call 
home. Imbalance in development is the 
greatest imbalance confronting today's 
world. In the joint pursuit of the BRI, we 
must see that the vision of sustainable 
development underpins project selec¬ 
tion, implementation and manage¬ 
ment, so asto create more opportunities 
for developing countries, and achieve 
sustainable development. UN secretary- 
general Mr. Guterres pointed out dur¬ 
ing the forum, that the world will benefit 
from the BRI that accelerates efforts to 


achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals, and that the United Nations is 
poised to support the alignment of the 
Belt and Road Initiative with the Sustain¬ 
able Development Goals. Relevant insti¬ 
tutional research believes that Belt and 
Road cooperation plays a positive role 
in implementing the UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and reducing 
poverty. Other outcomes, for instance, 
the Beijing Initiative forClean Silk Road, 
and the Cooperation Initiative on Silk 
Road of Innovation, have reflected that 
the BRI complies with the trend of times 
and people's expectations for a better 
life. Belt and Road is a road of open¬ 
ness and has extended new practices 
to improve global governance. The BRI 
embracesthe spirit of ancient Silk Road, 
which ispeace and cooperation, open¬ 
ness and inclusive ness, mutual learning 
and mutual benefit, and is guided by 
the principle of extensive consultation, 
joint contribution and shared benefits. 
The initiative originated in China, but it 
belongs to the world. It is an open and 
inclusive economic cooperation initia¬ 
tive, not an exclusionary bloc. It pursues 
partnerships, win-win cooperation and 
common development. It promotes 
globalization and building a commu¬ 
nity with a shared future for mankind. 
All countries who have interest are wel¬ 
come to participate the BRI. 

The joint communique of the round-ta¬ 
ble summit cleariy proposed to pursue 
trade and investment liberalization and 
facilitation, to support an open, inclusive 
and rules-based multilateral trading sys¬ 
tem, and to establish working regimes 
including financial supports, investment 
environment, risk-control and people- 
to-people exchanges, with high-quality 
infrastructure construction and industrial 
cooperation astheircore. 

China will continue to uphold the “gold¬ 
en principle" of consultation and contri¬ 
bution forshared benefits, champion the 
concept of open, inclusive and trans¬ 
parent cooperation, and strengthen the 
synergy of development policies and 
strategies. We will adhere to people- 
centered approach, focus on people's 
livelihood, and enhance the comple¬ 
mentarity with UN 2030 Agenda for Sus¬ 
tainable Development as we deepen 


our cooperation. We support interna¬ 
tional cooperation in anti-corruption. 
We will act in the spirit of win-win, focus 
on improving physical connectivity, and 
build a stronger momentum forcommon 
development and forge an even closer 
partnership. The Chinese government 
always encourages Chinese enterprises 
to conduct foreign investment coop¬ 
eration in accordance with market prin¬ 
ciples, international rules and local laws, 
and by principles of intensive consulta¬ 
tion, joint contribution and shared ben¬ 
efits, to make sure that the high-quality 
requirements are in line with local con- 
ditionsand better benefit the people as 
well aslocal economy and society. 

The friendship between China and the 
Netherlandshasa long history. In recent 
years, high-level exchanges between 
our two countries have been frequent, 
and the level of pragmatic coopera¬ 
tion under the Belt and Road frame¬ 
work has been continuously improved. 
The Netherlands is the second largest 
trading partnerand investment destina¬ 
tion of China among European Union 
countries, and the investment from the 
Netherlands to China ranks 3rd in EU. 
There have been several railway lines 
between our two countries, among 
which, the Chengdu-Tilburg line has 4 
trains running every week. More than 90 
passengerand cargo flightseach week 
also connect us. A quarter of the goods 
in the Port of Rotterdam are from China. 
We have extensive cooperation in many 
areas such as smart cities, chip manu¬ 
facturing, aerospace, water resources, 
energy, environment protection, health 
and others. All twelve provinces of the 
Netherlands have signed sister city 
agreements with Chinese relevant prov¬ 
inces and cities. Every year, 350,000 Chi¬ 
nese citizens travel to the Netherlands, 
and about 10,000 Chinese students are 
studying there. Latin America and Ca¬ 
ribbean are the natural extensions of the 
21stCentury Maritime Silk Road. Close to 
20 countries in the region have signed 
Belt and Road cooperation documents 
with China. We welcome Dutch Carib¬ 
bean actively participate in the BRI, and 
board on the expresstra ins of Sino-Dutch 
and Sino-Latin America relationship de¬ 
velopment. □ 
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ARUBA MARRIOTT RESORT WINS SALES & REVENUE ELITE AWARDS 

Fortop performance within The Caribbean & Latin American 
Region and The Americas Continent 



PALM BEACH, ARUBA - The Aruba 
Marriott Resort & Stellaris Casino 
has been awarded with two presti¬ 
gious regional and two continental 
recognitions; Revenue Manage¬ 
ment Leader of the Yea rand Prop¬ 
erty Sales Team of the Yearforthe 
Premium brand category and Ca¬ 
ribbean & Latin America region, as 
well as ftoperty Sales Team of the 
Yea rand One Team, Driving Results 
for the Ftemium brand category of 
the continent the Americas. 

Ihe Revenue Management Lead- 
erof the Yearaward was present¬ 
ed to Aisling Seberry, Director of 
Revenue Management, for driving 
record-breaking results in hotel rev¬ 
enues year over year. Ms Seberry 
has been with the Aruba Marriott 
Resort since 2013 and is in charge 
of creating solid revenue driven 


strategies to optimize total hotel 
revenues. 

Ihe Property SalesTeam of the Year 
a wa rd wa s a wa rd ed to the Sa les & 
Marketing and Reservations team, 
led by Carolina Voullieme, Director 
of Sales & Marketing, for achieving 
outstanding hotel sales numbers in 
weddings, groups, catering and 
transient segments. Ms. Voullieme 
has been with the Aruba Marri¬ 
ott since 2013 and is in charge of 
attaining property sales objec¬ 
tives with the overall responsibility 
for achieving booking goals and 
property revenues. 

During the Marriott awards gala in 
Washington DC this week, it was 
announced that the Sales & Mar¬ 
keting and Reservations team also 
won the Property SalesTeam of the 
Yearaward forthe entire continent 
of the Americas. In addition, the 
entire team of Sales & Marketing, 
Reservations and Revenue won 
the "One Team", Driving Results 
award, also forthe continentofthe 
Americas 

Ihe ELITE Awards celebrate lead¬ 
ers and teams from Brand + Mar¬ 
keting, Digital + LoyaIty and Public 
Relations, Global Sales, Revenue 
Management and Sales Award 
winners are selected based upon 
their leadership skills, outstanding 
revenue results, superior customer 
service, and community involve¬ 
ment. Thisaward program isone of 
the wa ys M a niott celeb rates its top 
leaders and teams, which is part 
of Marriott's most important and 
enduring principle set forth by the 


company'sfounderj. Willard Mar¬ 
riott, "if you take care of your as¬ 
sociates, they will take care ofthe 
customer". 

About Aruba Marriott Resort & Stel¬ 
la ris Casino 

Aruba Marriott Resort & Stella ris 
Casino boasts 414 guestrooms -- 
the most spacious on the island -- 
each with large, private balconies 
overlooking lush landscape and 
the sparkling waters of the Carib¬ 
bean Sea. On property, nine res¬ 
taurants and cafes provide fare 


from light to elegant, while the 
largest casino in Aruba, a 6,500 
square-foot spa, free-form swim¬ 
ming pool, the H20asis adults-only 
pool and high-energy health club 
offerentertaining diversions. To ob¬ 
tain more information call the Aru¬ 
ba Marriott Resort & Stella ris Casi¬ 
no at 1.800.228.9290 or visit www. 
arubamarriott.com. 

Connect with the Aruba Marri¬ 
ott's official Facebook fan page 
by visiting www.facebook.com/ 
Aruba Marriott and follow on Twit¬ 
ter @A ru b a M a rriottO 


Ihe National Library of Aruba presents the AC URIL conference 



ORANJES1AD — Association of Caribbean 
University, Research and Institutional Libraries 
(ACURIL) will be holding its 49th conference 
in Aruba from June 2nd until June 6th 2019. 
The conference will focus on the Sustainable 
Development Goals ( SDG's ) which serves 
as a framework of the United Nations 2030 


agenda. Theme ofthe conference is: 'Access 
and opportunity for all: Caribbean Ubraries, 
Archives and Museums supporting the united 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals'. 

The National Library of Aruba has the honor 
to host and organize this conference that 
will take place at the Renaissance Aruba 
Convention Center. There will presentations 
of 3 key-note speakers, Maaike Toonen 
(Koninklijke Bibliotheek), Amo Boersma (Center 
of Excellency) and dr. CeesHamelink. There will 
be also workshops and exhibitions by different 
providers of libraries systems and information 
centers. 

Othertopicsare: 

1. Information services aimed at poverty 
alleviation and food security 

2. Promote literacy and lifelong learning 


3. Libraries and sustainability 

4. Libraries contributing to peaceful and 
just societies 

5. Integrated strategies to achieve 
multiple SDGs 

The Local Organizing Committee of Aruba 
would like to extend an invitation to the entire 
community of Aruba to take part to the ACURIL 
Conference. To register please send an email 
to acuril2019.participants@gmail.com 

Local artist Ryan Oduber created the logo 
for this conference. "The conch has a 
nurturing reference but is also still a means of 
communication through local and regional 
music. The "sound colors" are from the 
Sustainable Development Goals International 
logo and represents that we all are part of the 
problem, but most importantly: the solution", 
saysOduber. □ 
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• Join the Ployers' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! • 



CASINO AND SHOPS 


BBBHSSH 


Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

S6 for 4-Card BiNGO | 8 Gomes to Play 


)ver $1,000 in Cash Prizes 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more Sill 

Additional 5500 Cash Prize in our Moirlhly fnrly Bird Drawing wlien 
you purchase your cord before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retoil & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more. 




Open daily 10am to 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 ’ ’i 


Subv/ay I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piono & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE R CUBA I Bijoux Tenter Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The AAarkei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


Unlimited Vacation Club hires for Panama and Curacao 


ARUBA — The fastest growing vacation club in the 
world is hiring tor Panama and Cuiacao and is 
looking fortalentsaswell for resort openings in Saint 
Martin, Aruba and Cuiacao. Unlimited Vacation 
Club by AMResorts has jobs for lineis, front to back, 
closets, vacation consultants, maMeeting represen¬ 
tatives and management positions available. 

"The Unlimited Vacation Club by AM Resorts is an ex¬ 
clusive travel club whose members receive VIP priv¬ 
ileges at AMResorts properties in Mexico, the Ca¬ 
ribbean, Panama and Costa Rica, including guar¬ 
anteed preferred ratesand special offers. Through 
a variety of participation levels—Pearl, Silver, Gold, 
Platinum , Diamond and Impression—discerning 
travelers can earn free nights stays at luxurious 
resorts and access to exclusive partner offers. In 
addition, participants can take advantage of dis¬ 
counted ratesfora variety of room types at differ¬ 
ent AMResorts properties. AMResorts' brands2oe- 
try Wellness & Spa Resorts, Secrets Resorts & Spas, 
Breathless Resorts & Spas, Dreams Resorts & Spas, 
Now Resorts & Spas, Reflect Resorts & Spas and 
Sunscape Resorts& Spasinclude a wide variety of 
upscale travel experiences from adult destinations 
to wellness resorts and family-oriented properties 

The club offers a most attractive commission and 
compensation plan, bonuses and SPIFFS in the in¬ 
dustry. Learn more about the company at https:// 
www.unlimited vac a tionclub.com/O 



O 

UNLIMITED 

vacation Club 


pvAMFIescrts’ 


Interviews will be done on May 9th & 10th in 
Aruba, so take yourc hange in case you ate open 
to be pa rt of this exclusive travel club. Send your 
resume with photo to: hr.sepbp(gunlimitedvc. 
com ore one ierge.sepbp(§unlimitedvc .com. Add 
your phone number and email on your resume. 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! • 



Open daily iOom to 4am I J.E. frausquin Blvd #47 


Free Shirt Sunday! 

rnrr ® 

Get a PR EC Alhambra T-Shirt 


playshqp 

eat© win 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


CASINO AND SHOPS 

*>• a •./** -■ **"•' *■»- *» ■' j # . yiiVv* *tC-' *■ 


when you earn 250 Slot Points on Sunday 
with your Players' Club card! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 




ORAN) ES1AD — Recently, Jonathan Boek- 
houdt of the Aruba Tourism Authority had 
the great pleasure to honor Aruba's loyal 
and friendly visitors as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tor and Goodwill Ambassador. The Distin¬ 
guished visitor certificate is presented on 
behalf of the Ministerof Tourism, as a token 
of appreciation to the guests who visit Aru¬ 
ba 10 years and more consecutively. The 
Goodwill Ambassador certificate is pre¬ 
sented to guests who visit Aruba 20 years 
and more consecutively. 

The honorees were Michael and Victo¬ 
ria Wilson together with Tyson and Laura 
Cormier all honored as distinguished visi¬ 
tors of Aruba. "The goodwill Ambassador 
certificate went to Paul and Sharon J usko. 

These lovely people stated that they love 
the island very much, especially for its 
year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, deliciousvariety offoods, safety, 
and Aruba'swarm and friendly people. 

Mr. Boekhoudt together with the represen- 
tativesofthe Bucutiand Tara Beach Resort 
presented the certificates to the honorees, 
and also handed oversome presentsand 
thanked them forchoosing Aruba astheir 
favorite vacation destination and astheir 
home away from home.Q 
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South Africa's Caster Seme- 
nya c rosses the line to win the 
gold in the women's 800-me¬ 
ter final during the Diamond 
League in Doha, Qatar, Fri¬ 
day, May 3, 2019. 

Associated Press 

'Hell no:' 
Defiant 
Semenya 
wins, says 
she wont 
lake diugs 

By GERALD IMRAY 
AP Sports Writer 

Caster Semenya was defi- 
ant in every way at what 
very well could be her last 
800 meter race. 

Her raised fist at the start. 
Her unstoppable victory. 
And with herreply Friday to 
the big question of wheth¬ 
er she will now submit to 
new testosterone regula¬ 
tions in track and field and 
take hormone-reducing 
medication. 

"Hell no," the Olympic 
champion from South Af¬ 
rica said. 

Semenya responded to 
her defeat in a landmark 
court case against track 
and field's governing body 
two days earlier with a re¬ 
sounding win in a place 
where she's done nothing 
but win the last four years 
— over two laps of the 
track. 



goiHinates 


Philadelphia 76eis' Joel Embiid reacts to his dunk during the second half of Game 3 of the team's second-round NBA basketball 
playoff series a gainst the Toronto Raptors, Thursday, May 2, 2019, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 116-95. 


Continued on Page 23 


Associated Press 
Page 20 
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J a son Dufnertakes Wells Fa igo lead with a 63 



Jason Dufner watches his tee shot on the 16th hole during the second round of the Wells Fargo 
Championship golf tournament atQuail Hollow Club inChariotle, N.C., Friday, May 3, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) 

— Jason Dufner's game 
was going nowhere, so 
he changed everything 
from his swing coach to his 
equipment to hiscaddie. 

It didn't get any better. 

He at least is starting to 
see signs of it coming to¬ 
gether with an 8-under 63 
on Friday in the Wells Fargo 
Championship, matching 
his career-low score on the 
PGA Tour and giving him a 
one-shot lead going into 
the weekend at Quail Hol¬ 
low. 

Dufner considers it the best 
two rounds he has put to¬ 
gether since the 2017 Me¬ 
morial, which also is the last 
time he had a 36-hole lead. 
"See how it goes being in 
the heat of it on Saturday 
and Sunday," Dufner said. 
"I've been there before. It's 
been a while, but I kind of 
know what to expect. It will 
be a good challenge to 
see where I'm at, what I'm 
doing." 

Dufnerwasatll-underl31. 
J oel Dahmen made his first 
bogey of the week on his 
final hole of the second 
round — from the middle 
of the fairway, no less — 
but still had a 66 and was 
one-shot behind. So was 
MaxHoma, who also knows 
about coping with bad re¬ 
sults when he missed the 
cut in 14 out of 17 events in 
2017. He bird ied his last two 
holes for a 63. 

The weekend at the Wells 
Fargo Championship will 
not feature Phil Mickelson 
for the first time since he 
started playing it in 2004. 
Mic kelson shot 41 on the 
front nine and wound up 
with a 76 to miss the cut by 
four shots 

Rory Mcllroy was stride for 
stride with Dufner until he 
dropped three shots over 
the last two holes. Mcllroy 
made double bogey with 


a fat shot out of a bunker 
and a pitch too strong over 
the green at No. 8, and 
then went over the green 
on No. 9 for a bogey and 
a 70. 

Even so, he wasfive behind 
and in the mix for a third ti¬ 
tle at Quail Hollow. He was 
at 6-under 136 along with 
Patrick Reed, who had a 
69 as he goesforhis first top 
10 of the year. Defending 
champion Jason Day (69) 
was six behind. 

"I stood up here last night 
talking about that I got the 
most out of it yesterday, 
and today it was the com¬ 
plete opposite. I turned a 
66 into a 70," Mcllroy said. 


'Golf, it'sa funny game and 
these thingshappen." 
Dufnerdidn'tfind too much 
funny about last year, 
when his world ranking fell 
from No. 41 to No. 124 and 
he missed the cut 11 times 
That's when he decided 
to make changes to just 
a bout everything. 

'This is my fourth caddie of 
the year so far," he said. "I 
left Chuck Cook, started 
doing some other things 
I started working with Phil 
Kenyon. I think I'm on my 
fourth or fifth putter this 
year. I'm on my fourth or 
fifth driver, my fourth or fifth 
golf ball, fourth or fifth lob 
wedge. I'm trying to find 


stuff that's going to work." 

It worked on Friday atQuail 
Hollow. 

He started his round by 
missing the green 35 yards 
to the left and holing the 
chip over the bunker. He 
made a 20-foot eagle. He 
missed a 3-foot par putt. 
He drove the green on the 
par-4 14th for another bird¬ 
ie. And he capped it all off 
with a 40-foot birdie putt on 
the peninsula green at the 
par-3 17th. 

It was the first time he shot 
63 since Oak Hill in 2013, 
the year he won the PGA 
Championship. 

"I'm just getting to that 
point where I'm kind of 


settled with everything," he 
said. "Sometimesyou make 
a change and it happens 
immediately. For me, that 
wasn't the case. But kind 
of getting past all those 
changes and settling into 
playing some better golf 
instead of coming to tour¬ 
naments wondering how I 
might play or how it might 
go or is this going to be the 
right change. Getting to 
where I feel more comfort¬ 
able with that and I can just 
go out play free and play 
some good golf." 

Dufner turned 42 in March 
and realizes he doesn't 
have many years left to 
compete at a high level. 
"I'm not really trying to be 
mediocre," he said. "I'm 
searching for things that 
are going to make me a 
better player." 

Homa always had the tal¬ 
ent, winning the NCAA title 
atCal with a three-shot vic¬ 
tory overj on Rahm. He just 
fell into the trap of thinking 
he had to be even better 
when he got to the PGA 
Tour, and he's had a rough 
go of it. But when he's driv¬ 
ing it well, it frees up the rest 
of hisgame. 

He also went back to long¬ 
time friend Joe Greiner, 
who caddied for him his 
first year on tour until leav¬ 
ing foranotherfriend, Kevin 
Chappell. 

'Joe stayed with me until 
it became financially irre¬ 
sponsible for him to work for 
me,"Homa said. 

Chappell had backsurgery 
a nd is out until the fa II, a nd 
Homa brought him back. 
"My attitude is awesome 
nowadays,"he said. "I don't 
really get too down on my¬ 
self. I have an awesome, 
awesome caddie that 
doesn't let me. If I'm quiet, 
he yells at me and tells me 
quiet golfers are usually 
very mean to themselves, 
so we have a good thing 
going.'□ 


Trump to present Medal of Freedom to ligerWbods next week 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump will 
present the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom to Tiger 
Woods next week. 

White House press secre¬ 
tary Sarah Sanders says an 


awards ceremony will be 
held in the Rose Garden on 
Monday. 

Woodsovercame personal 
and professional adversity 
to win his fifth Masters title 
last month. Trump tweeted 


after the tournament that 
he had congratulated 
Woods and informed him 
that he would be receiv¬ 
ing the medal because of 
his "incredible Success & 
Comeback in Sports (Golf) 


and, more importantly, 
LIFE." 

It's the nation's highest hon¬ 
or for a civilian and presi¬ 
dents have wide discretion 
overwhomto award it. 
Trump is an avid golfer 


who played with Woods at 
Trump's golf club in Jupiter, 
Florida, in February. Trump 
also watched the Masters 
from his Virginia golf club.Q 
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Singing in the lain? Baffert eyes 
history, wet Derby on tap 



Horses come off the track after an early-morning workout at 
Churchill Downs Friday, May 3, 2019, in Louisville, Ky. The 145th 
tunning of the Kentucky Deihy is scheduled IbrSaluiday, May 4. 

Associated Press 


By BETH HARRIS 
AP Racing WHter 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Bob 

Baffert times three. In a 
Kentucky Derby lacking a 
dominant favorite, the two- 
time Triple Crown-winning 
trainer saddles the top 
three choices 
On what could be a wet 
day at Churchill Downs, 
Game Winner is the pre¬ 
race favorite, albeit a tepid 
one at9-2. Improbable and 
Roadster were installed as 
the co-second choices at 
5-1. 

"Last year we came in here 
with J ustify and we knew it 
was my race to lose," Baf¬ 
fert said. 

Ihe 19-horse field for the 
145th Derby on Saturday 
reflects the prep season 
leading to the opening leg 
of the Triple Crown: no one 
horse commanded the at¬ 
tention. 

'There are a lot of good 
horses in here," Baffert said. 
'They're a pretty evenly 
matched group." 

The picture got scrambled 
again when initial favor¬ 
ite Omaha Beach was 
scratched because of a 
breathing problem, deal¬ 
ing a devastating blow to 
68-year-old trainer Richard 
Mandella, whose Hall of 
Fame resume lacks only a 
Derby victory. 

That prompted the early 
odds to be redone. The 
race also lost 30-1 shot 
Haikal after the colt was 
scratched with an infected 
left front foot. 

'This is a crazy game and 
anything can happen," 
said Bret Calhoun, who 
trains By My Standards 
'We just have to hold our 
breaths until we get there." 
War of Will benefited slight¬ 
ly from Haikal'sscratch. He 
won't have to start in the 
No. 1 post, which will be left 
vacant. The field will break 
from posts2 through 20. 

A win by any of Baffert's 
trio would tie him with Ben 
Jones for the most Derby 
victories with six. He would 
become the first trainer to 
win the race in consecu¬ 
tive years twice. His last 
back-to-back winners were 
in 1997and '98. 


Baffert won last year's Der¬ 
by — the rainiest on record 
— with Justify. Saturday's 
forecast calls for a 90 per¬ 
cent chance of rain and a 
high of 66 degrees (18 Cel¬ 
sius). 

It sure looks like anybody's 
soggy race this time. 

"It's whoever gets the trip," 
Baffert said of the 1 Wmile 
journey. "Especially now 
that it's going to rain, we 
don't know what is going 
to happen. It's too bad 
the weather is not going to 
work with us" 

Game Winner finished 
second to Roadster in the 
Santa Anita Derby. Road¬ 
ster's only loss in fourcareer 
starts was to Game Win¬ 
ner. Improbable went 3-0 


last year, including a win 
on the Churchill Downs dirt, 
and finished second in this 
year's Arkansas Derby.A 
victory by any of the four 
California-based horses 
would surely boost the 
struggling industry in the 
state, where a spate of 23 
horse deaths over three 
months at Santa Anita trig¬ 
gered a raft of medication 
and safety rules changes 
that are affecting the rest 
of the sport. 

Every horse in the Derby, 
except Japan-bred Mas¬ 
ter Fencer, will run on Lasix, 
the anti-bleeding medica¬ 
tion allowed on race day 
in the U.S. Churchill Downs 
and the other Triple Crown 
tracks announced recently 


the drug will be banned 
starting in 2021. 

Game Winner's breeding 
suggests a sloppy track 
would appeal to him, al¬ 
though he's never raced 
on one. Neither has Code 


of Honor, Roadster, Taxand 
Vekoma. 

Horses that are 1-for-l 
on off-tracks are: Master 
Fencer, Maximum Security, 
Sp inoff, Ta c itus a nd Wa r of 
WillO 


ficuvuy 

Dalm Beach, Aruba 

Come Join us this Saturday May 4, for the biggest race day 
of the year, The 145th Kentucky Derby at Churchill downs! 

Free Racing Forms - Free Pizza - Handicapping Tournament - Nice Ambience - 
Tournament starts at race 9,3:30 ET The Main race goes off 6:50 ET 
Orchid Casino is located at the Riu Palace Antillas, Formerly The Westin. 


For more information call us at:+297 525-7777 
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San Jose Sharks goa tender Martin Jones, left covers the puck 
after stopping a shot by Colorado Avalanche center Nathan 
MacKinnon during the third period of Game 4of an NHL hoc key 
second-round playoff series Ihursday, May 2, 2019, in Denver. 
The Avalanche won 3-0. 

Associated Piess 


Avalanche blank 
Sharks, Bruins 
lop Blue Jackets 


By The Assoc iated Press 
DENVER (AP) — Nathan 
MacKinnon kept up his 
scoring spree with a sec¬ 
ond-period goal, Philipp 
Grubauerstopped 32 shots 
for his first career playoff 
shutout and the Colorado 
Avalanche beat the San 
Jose Sharks 3-0 Ihursday 
night to tie the Western 
Conference semifinal series 
attwo gamesapiece. 
MacKinnon has at least 
a point in eight straight 
games It's the longest 
streak by an Avalanche 
player in the postseason 
since Peter Forsberg had 
a point in eight straight in 
2002 . 

Colin Wilson gave Colo¬ 
rado a two-goal cushion 
with a power-play goal 
early in the third period. 
Wilson's score was set up 
by a no-look, between-the- 
legs pass from Mikko Ran- 
tanen, who registered two 
assists. Erik Johnson added 
an empty-netter with 1:09 
remaining. 

Game 5 is Saturday in San 
J ose. 

BRUINS4, BUJEJACKETS 1 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Tuukka Rask stopped 39 


shots and the Boston Bruins 
got some much-needed 
production from their top- 
liners in a win over the Blue 
Jackets that evened their 
Eastern Conference semi¬ 
final series at two games 
apiece. 

Patrice Bergeron had two 
goals, David Pastmak had 
a goal and an assist and 
Sean Kuraly also tallied for 
the Bruins, who had lost the 
last two games in the best 
of-seven series but knotted 
the set again as it moves 
back to Boston for Game 5 
on Saturday. 

Artemi Panarin scored for 
Columbus on a contro¬ 
versial play, and Sergei 
Bobrovsky, who has been 
spectacularin the postsea¬ 
son so far, had 41 savesbut 
was beaten on long shots 
by Pastmak and Bergeron 
in the first period. 

Brad Marchand picked 
up an assist on Bergeron's 
goal but also committed 
three penalties, one lead¬ 
ing to an unsuccessful Blue 
J ackets penalty shot in the 
first period. Marchand and 
Bergeron had been kept 
off the score sheet in the 
first three games.O 
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Canelo Alvarez, left and Daniel Jacobs pose for photographers at a news conference for their 
middleweight title boxing match Wednesday, May 1, 2019, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


Big contract in hand, Canelo 
Alvarez looks for a big win 


By DM DAHLBERG 
AP Boxing Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Canelo 
Alvarez owns both big Mex¬ 
ican holiday weekends in 
this gambling town, along 
with a contract that could 
make him one of the rich¬ 
est athletes in the world. 
He'll own everything at 160 
pounds, too, if he can get 
past Daniel J a cobs in an in¬ 
triguing middleweight title 
unification fight Saturday 
nig ht. 

Just another big fight for 
Alvarez, who doesn't like 
to back away from a good 
challenge. 

"Every single one of my 
fights is important," Alvarez 
said thisweek. "Every single 
fight marks history for me. 
He (Jacobs) is the second 
best middleweight in the 
world, so it's another step in 
that direction, to keep writ¬ 
ing my history." 

What would ordinarily be a 
big pay-per-view fight on 
Cinco de Mayo weekend 
on the Las Vegas Strip will 
be an experiment in the 
possible new future of box¬ 
ing as Alvarez meets Ja¬ 
cobs in a fight that will be 
streamed on DAZN. Fans 
who would ordinarily pay 
$70 or$80 forthe bout can 
get it by signing up for ei¬ 
ther a monthly or annual 
plan on the new pay ser¬ 
vice. 


The delivery may be a work 
in progress, but Alvarez isn't. 
He's been beaten only 
once, by Floyd Mayweath- 
er J r. who Alvarez took on 
at the age of 23 and clear¬ 
ly wasn't ready. Afterdomi- 
nating everyone else at 147 
pounds, Alvarez moved up 
to middleweight, where he 
went the distance with the 
fearsome Gennady Go¬ 
lovkin and emerged with 
a draw and a narrow deci¬ 
sion win. 

J ust for good measure, Al¬ 
va rezfought at 168 pounds 
his last time out, when he 
stopped an outclassed 
Rocky Fielding to win a 
piece of the super middle¬ 
weight title, too. 

"My focus is fighting the 
best fig hts," Alva rez sa id. 
The scheduled 12-rounder 
with J acobsfiguresto qual¬ 
ify, with Alvarez trying to 
add the piece of middle¬ 
weight title J acobsholdsto 
his three other titles. Other 
than a third fight with Triple 
G it'sthe best middleweight 
fight out there, with J acobs 
bringing plenty of creden- 
tia Is of his own into the ring. 
Among them is a narrow 
loss to Golovkin in 2017 in a 
fight that could have easily 
gone the otherway. 

"I'm a big force," J acobs 
said. "I'm a big guy with 
skills, speed and ring IQ." 
Oddsmakers don't think 


that will be enough to take 
the titles from Alvarez, who 
is a 4-1 favorite in this city's 
legal sports books. But Ja¬ 
cobs has already beaten 
the odds by beating can¬ 
cer in 2011, and under- 
standsthatatthe age of 32 
this will a Imost surely be his 
best chance at cashing in 
at the top. 

'This is the greatest oppor¬ 
tunity I could ever have, 
much less dream about," 
J acobssaid. 'So I'm looking 
forward to taking advan¬ 
tage of it." 

To do that, the Brooklyn, 
NewYork, na tive must so Ive 
the puzzle that is Alvarez, 
the red-headed Mexican 
who is wildly popular in his 
home country. And that's 
not an easy task, consider¬ 
ing Alvarez is the only fig ht- 
erto beat Golovkin and at 
the age of 28 has already 
won 51 times as a pro. A 
classic boxer-puncher, Al¬ 
varez showed he's a think¬ 
er, too, when he switched 
to a more aggressive style 
to beat Golovkin in their 
second fight in Septem¬ 
ber. Alvarez has beaten 14 
world champions in his ca¬ 
reer, though he says there 
are things he sees in Ja- 
cobsthat are unique to his 
fellow champion. "He'sgot 
one of the most complicat¬ 
ed, most complete styles in 
boxing," Alva rez sa id .□ 
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J oel Embiid, 76eis rout Raptoisto take 2-1 series lead 



Philadelphia 76eis'Joel Embiid goesuplbrthe dunk as Toronto Raptors' Kyle Lowry watches dur¬ 
ing the second half of Game 3 of a second-round NBA basketball playoff series Ihuisday, May 2, 
2019, in Philadelphia. Hie 76eis won 116-95. 

Associated Press 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — J oel 

Embiid had knocked the air 
out of Toronto by the time 
he punctuated a Game 
3 victory with a wind¬ 
mill dunk. Embiid sprinted 
down the court with his 
arms stretched out like air¬ 
plane wings, and the Phila¬ 
delphia 76er5 flying high in 
the postseason. 

Embiid refused to get 
tripped up back in Philly, 
scoring 33 points and play¬ 
ing to the "MVP!" chants to 
lead the Sixers to a 116-95 
victory over Toronto Rap- 
tonson Thursday night. 
Philadelphia took a 2-1 
lead in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence semifinal series. 

'When I have fun, my game 
just changes," Embiid said. 
"I'm always told if I don't 
smile during the game it 
means I'm having a bad 
game or I'm not into it. I 
know to get my game go¬ 
ing, I've got to have fun on 
the court." 

Embiid also had 10 re¬ 
bounds, shaking off a pair 
of passive games and be¬ 
came the driving force on 
offense the Sixers needed 
asthey chase theirfirst NBA 
championship since 1983. 
He made the game hisown 
in the third quarter and 
helped the Sixers put away 
a Raptorsteam badly over¬ 
matched outside of Kawhi 
Leonard. 

Embiid struck a chord 
when he buried a 3 in the 
third that stretched Phila¬ 
delphia's lead to 12. That 
wasstartofa string of plays 
that got Toronto's atten¬ 
tion. Embiid chased a loose 
ball and wastripped when 
Pascal Siakam intentionally 


stuck out his right leg and 
sent Philly's All-Startumbling 
to the court. The crowd 
went wild and Siakam was 
hit with a flagrant foul. Em¬ 
biid made both free throws 
as fans — including some 
of Philadelphia's biggest 
sports stars — serenaded 
him with chants of "MVP! 
MVP!" 

Jimmy Butler, the Game 2 
standout, dunked off his 
own steal and the Sixers 
had quickly put the game 
out of reach. Butler had 22 
points. 

Embiid scored another la¬ 
yup and waved his arms 
and pointed with a smile as 
wide as the hoop. Embiid 


went 9 of 18 from the floor 
and made 12 of 13 free 
throws 

It was moments like this 
why the 76ers endured 
the painful Process — the 
yea rs of tanking sea so ns for 
high draft picks, like in 2014 
when they drafted Embiid 
with the No. 3 overall pick. 
Hall of Famer Allen Iverson 
and rapper Meek Mill en¬ 
gaged in a lengthy em¬ 
brace from the courtside 
seats as the Sixers moved 
two wins away from their 
Eastern Conference final 
appearance since 2001. 
The Sixers just had to survive 
Leonard. 

Leonard toyed with Ben 


Simmons in the third to lead 
Toronto's charge back into 
the game. The Raptors ran 
Simmonsthrough screensto 
give Leonard the space he 
needed to create and bury 
open jumpers. And when 
there was no space, Leon¬ 
ard simply bullied his way 
to the basket. He shoved 
a right elbow into James 
Ennis III and spun around 
him fora two-handed jam. 
Leonard made all six bas¬ 
kets and scored 14 points 
in the quarter to cut the 
deficit to eight points. Kyle 
Lowry and Danny Green 
offered little help (20 com¬ 
bined points) and Leonard 
couldn't carry the Raptors 


on hisown. 

'They did a great job scor¬ 
ing. We didn't," Leonard 
said. 

Leonard scored 33 points, 
and Siakam added 20. 

"I think we got outplayed 
in just about every area 
we can get outplayed," 
Raptors coach Nick Nurse 
said. "It'sbeen a while since 
we've seen this team play 
that way." 

The Sixers split the two 
games in Toronto after a 
losing strea k in the C a na d i- 
an city that dated to 2012. 
They returned home to a 
delirious crowd amped for 
one of the most crucial 
gamesofthe Processera. 
Embiid wore a black Pro¬ 
cess hoodie to the post¬ 
game press conference. 
'We've got a lot more to 
give and do something 
special,"Embiid said. 
Embiid, who missed a 
game against New Jer¬ 
sey in the last series with a 
sore left knee, averaged 
only 14 points and shot 28 
percent (7 of 25) from the 
floor in the first two games 
and was tied up by Marc 
Gasol in frustrating fashion. 
Not in Game 3. Embiid bur¬ 
ied a 3 and followed with a 
sweet spin move on Gasol 
the next time down that 
got the Sixers rolling. The 
franchise center's sweet¬ 
est play came when he 
blocked Leonard's layup in 
the lane, hustled back and 
got the ball in his hands, 
and connected with Tobias 
Harris in the comer for a 3. 
Embiid scored 18 points in 
the half and pushed the 
Sixers to a 64-53 lead at the 
break.O 


SailGPmakesU.S debuton San Francisco Bay in F50catamarans 


By BERN IE WILSON 

AP Sports Wtfter 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — The 

fledgling SailGP global 
league makes its U.S. de¬ 
but this weekend on San 
Francisco Bay, where the 
young American team, 
which includestwo aspiring 
Olympians from Southern 
California, hopes to move 
up in the standings while 
the veteran Australian 
crew looks to stay atop the 
leaderboard. 

Racing in fast, foiling 50-foot 


catamarans known as F50s 
will be Saturday and Sun¬ 
day on a course between 
the Golden Gate Bridge 
and Alcatraz Island. If rac¬ 
ing is anything like practice 
sessions, it could be a wild 
weekend. 

A few days after the Aus¬ 
tralia ns almost became the 
first of the sixSaiIGPcrewsto 
hit 50 knots(57.5 mph), they 
almost capsized. The same 
day, the Chinese boat 
nose-dived into the waves 
and itswingsail buckled. 


'Thatwasa close call,"Aus¬ 
sie skipper and helmsman 
Tom Slingsby said about 
going into a "death angle" 
before recovering. 'We 
were very fortunate we 
didn't capsize. Otherwise 
the boat would be in the 
shed and we'd be racing 
to have it ready in time. 
Fortunately now we're in fi¬ 
nal preparation mode. The 
worklist is a lot less than it 
could have been." 

Slingsby, an Olympic gold 
medalist who helped Or¬ 


acle Team USA win the 
America'sCup on San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay in 2013, said he 
thinks one of the tea ms will 
break 50 knots, if there'sthe 
right combination of wind 
and flat water. 

'We sort of had a crack 
at it that one day. We got 
very close, and now we've 
shifted ourfocusa way from 
that and basically want to 
do well in overall results." 
Slingsby led the Aussies to 
victory overj a pan in the fi¬ 
nal of the inaugural regatta 


in Sydney in mid-February. 
Great Britain, China, France 
and the United States 
rounded out the standings. 
"I love being in San Francis¬ 
co," said Riley Gibbs, who 
contra Is the wing sail for the 
U.S. team. "It's one of the 
most challenging places in 
the world to sail with sort of 
a natural arena and cur¬ 
rents that are so strong and 
intense. Obviously it's pret¬ 
ty cold up here and the 
breeze can pipe up and 
be pretty brutal at times.'□ 
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Syndeigaaid does it a II in Mets 1 1-0 win over Reds 



New Yoik Mets starting pitcher Noah Syndeigaaid throws a 
pitch to Cincinnati Reds' Eugenio Suaiez during the first inning of 
a baseball game, Ihuisday, May 2,2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Noah 
Syndergaand became the 
first pitcher in 36 years to 
homer and throw a shut¬ 
out in a 1-0 victory, lifting 
the New York Mets over the 
Cincinnati Reds on Thurs¬ 
day. 

Syndengaard (2-3) struck 
out lOand allowed fourhits 
in his third careercomplete 
game, shaking off a sloppy 
start to the season with a 
do-it-all effort. He became 
the first Mets starter to get 
an out in the eighth this 
season, and the franchise's 
first starter ever to go yard 
in a 1-0 complete-game 
win. 

Thor did his hammering in 
the third inning, driving a 
ball 407 feet to the oppo¬ 
site field in left-center off 
TylerMahie (0-4). 

The previous pitcher to 
homer in a 1-0 complete- 
game win was the Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers' Bob Welch 
against the Reds on June 
17, 1983, according to the 
Elias Sports Bureau. 
NATIONALS 2, CARDINALS 1 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ste¬ 
phen Strasbung reached 


1,500 strikeouts in fewer in¬ 
nings than any pitcher in 
major league history, and 
Washington beat St. Louis 
after a long rain delay to 
salvage the finale of a four- 
game series. 

Despite the strong per¬ 
formance by Strasbung, 
the Nationals (13-17) fired 


pitching coach Derek Lil- 
liquist after the game and 
replaced him with minor 
league pitching coordina¬ 
tor Paul Menhart. General 
manager Mike Rizzo made 
the announcement mo¬ 
ments after the final out. 
Strasbung (3-1) lasted 6 2/3 
innings, giving up a run and 


six hits with two walks and 
nine strikeouts. He got op¬ 
posing starter Dakota Hud¬ 
son looking in the fifth for 
his eighth strikeout of the 
game and the 1,500th of 
his career— in 1,272 1/3 in¬ 
nings. 

According to the Elias 
Sports Bureau, Boston left¬ 
hander Chris Sale held the 
previous mark, reaching 
1,500 in 2017 after 1,290 in¬ 
nings. 

Sean Doolittle struck out 
pinch-hitter Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt with the bases 
loaded to end the eighth, 
then finished for his fourth 
save. 

Hudson (2-2) allowed two 
runs, one earned, and four 
hits in six innings. Kolten 
Wong hit an RBI single and 
Yairo Munoz had three hits 
forSt. Louis, which had won 
five stra ig ht. 

ROC KIES 11, BREWERS 6 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Nolan 
Arenado, David Dahl and 
Raimel Tapia homered to 
help Colorado earn a four- 
game split with Milwaukee. 
Arenado had three hits, in¬ 
cluding his ninth home run 
this season. Dahl finished a 


triple short of the cycle for 
the Rockies, who outscored 
the Brewers 22-10 in the fi¬ 
nal two gamesofthe series 
J on G ray (3-3) a llowed sev¬ 
en runs and seven hits in 5 
2/3 innings with nine strike¬ 
outs. 

Freddy Peralta (1-1) fell 
behind 7-0 by the second 
inning and gave up nine 
runs — six earned — eight 
hits and three walks in four 
innings 

PADRES 11, BRAVES 2 

ATLANTA (AP) — Ian Kinsler 
and Wil Myers homered, 
Matt Strahm worked six in¬ 
nings and San Diego rout¬ 
ed Atlanta to earn a split of 
a four-game series. 

The Padresbroke the game 
open with a five-run fifth, 
helped by an errant throw 
from Atlanta pitcher Mike 
Foltynewicz (0-1) that al¬ 
lowed four unearned runs 
to score. San Diego added 
five runs in the sixth — the 
first time since 2000 they 
have scored five runs in 
consecutive innings. 

Strahm (1-2) took a shutout 
into the sixth before allow¬ 
ing a two-run single to Nick 
M a rka kisQ 


Berrios, Castro carry AL-leading twins past Astros 8-2 



Minnesota Twins' Jason Castro runs the bases on a solo home 
tun off Houston Astros pitcher Brad Peacock in the third inning of 
a baseball game Ihuisday, May 2,2019, in Minneapolis. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 

Jose Berrios won his fourth 
straight start, Jason Castro 
homered off former bat¬ 
tery mate Brad Peacock 
and drove in four runs, and 
AL-leading Minnesota beat 
Houston. 

Backed by a six-run fourth 
from the Twins a gainst Pea¬ 
cock (2-2), Berrios (5-1) fin¬ 
ished seven smooth innings 
with seven hitsa nd two runs 
allowed to push the Twins 
to their first season series 
victory overthe Astrossince 
2013. 

With 52 home runs in 29 
games, the Twins have 
powered their way to or 
near the top of the league 
in several hitting catego¬ 
ries 

WHITE SOX 6, RED SOX 4 

CHICAGO (AP) — Nicky 
Delmonico hit a three-run 
homer with one out in the 
bottom of the ninth inning 
to lift Chicago overBoston. 
It was Chicago's second 
straight walk-off win. Yon¬ 


der Alonso had a two-run 
single in the nightcap of 
Wednesday's doublehead¬ 
er against Baltimore for a 
7-6 victory. 

James McCann hit a two- 
run homer for the White 
Sox, who have won five of 
six. 

Andrew Benintendi hom¬ 
ered, J .D. Martinez had 
three hits and Rafael De- 
veis drove in two runs 
as the Red Sox had their 
three-game winning streak 
snapped. 

Chicago's rally in the ninth 
began with a one-out error 
by Devers on a grounder 
to third by Jose Rondon. 
Alonso followed with a 
single to put runners at the 
comers. Delmonico, who 
entered as a pinch hitter in 
the seventh, connected off 
Ryan Brasier(l-l) to win it. 
Carson Fulmer(l-l) gottwo 
outs for the victory. 

RAYS 3, ROYALS 1 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
Brandon Lowe hita two-run 
homer off Wily Peralta with 


two outs in the ninth inning, 
and Tampa Bay split a four- 
game series with Kansas 
City. 

Peralta (2-2) walked Daniel 
Robertson on four pitches 
leading off the ninth, and 
Lowe connected with two 
outs for his seventh home 
run this season. 

Adam Kolarek (2-1) got 
the final two outs of the 


eighth, and Diego Castillo 
struck out two in a perfect 
ninth forhisfourth save in as 
many chances. 

ANG ELS 6, BLUE J AYS 2 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Mike Trout and Kole Cal¬ 
houn homered, Tyler 
Skaggs pitched four-hit ball 
into the seventh inning and 
Los Angeles completed a 
three-game sweep of To¬ 


ronto. 

Albert Pujols had two dou¬ 
bles for the Angels, who 
have won six of seven af¬ 
ter losing nine of 10. They 
sweptToronto at Angel Sta¬ 
dium for the first time since 
April 2002. 

Randal Grichuk had an RBI 
double for the Blue Jays, 
who had won nine of 12 
before getting swept by 
the Angels for the first time 
anywhere since September 
2013. 

Calhoun hit a two-run shot 
in the second inning and 
Trout added a solo homer 
in the sixth. Trout has back- 
to-back multihit games for 
the first time since April 4-5. 
Brian Goodwin had three 
hits in the fina I home ga me 
for two weeks for the An¬ 
gels. 

Aaron Sanchez (3-2) gave 
up nine hits and two walks 
in four innings for Toronto, 
taking his first loss in five 
starts. 

Skaggs (3-2) didn't allow a 
hit until the fifthO 
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'Political chaos 1 envelops tennis as French Open approaches 


In this Feb. 17,2019 file photo, Stan Wawrinka, of Switzerland, clenches his fistafterscoring a point 
against Gael Monfils, of Ranc,e in the men's singles final of the ABN AMRO woitd tennis tourna¬ 
ment at Ahoy Arena in Rotterdam, Netherlands. 


By HOWARD FENDR1C H 
AP Tennis VUHter 

Tennis is in turmoil as the 
French Open approaches 
As three-time major cham¬ 
pion Stan Wawrinka put it: 
"Politics have overshad¬ 
owed the action on the 
courts." 

In a letter published Fri¬ 
day in "The Times of Lon¬ 
don, Wawrinka decried his 
sport's "worrying decline in 
moral standards" and out¬ 
lined several aspects of the 
ongoing drama enveloping 
the men's tour— and caus¬ 
ing more of a racket than 
the rackets themselves. 

"I feel compelled to express 
my views on this regretta¬ 
ble period in oursport,"said 
Wawrinka, who once was 
ranked as high as No. 3 and 
is currently 33rd after a se¬ 
ries of injuries 'This episode 
has left many players, my¬ 
self included, concerned 
about the direction tennis is 
heading in." 

There certainly has been 
a lot going on behind the 
scenes with regard to who 
runs the men's professional 
tour, and lately it's been 
spilling into public view. 


The conversation is sure to 
continue until a key vote 
forthe ATP board of direc¬ 
tors takes place May 14 in 
Rome — and through the 
next Grand Slam tourna¬ 
ment, which begins at Ro¬ 
land Garros on May 26. 
Wawrinka slammed the 
representatives on the 
board and the player 
council, saying the prob¬ 
lem is not with the govern¬ 
ing structure but the caliber 
ofthe people in positionsof 
importance. 

Wawrinka's letter men¬ 
tions "political chaos" and 
the "numerous conflicts of 
interest" that plague ten¬ 
nis It also prominently dis- 
cussesa topic about which 
he already had been out¬ 
spoken: Justin Gimelstob, 
the ex-player, coach and 
TV commentator who re¬ 
signed from the tour board 
thisweekafterpleading no 
contest to misdemeanor 
assault for attacking a for¬ 
mer friend. 

While Gimelstob's case still 
was pending, he was al¬ 
lowed to remain in his pow¬ 
erful ATP post. 

The 42-year-old American 


was sentenced April 22 to 
three yearsof probation, 60 
days of community service 
and a year's worth of anger 
management classes for 
what prosecutors said was 
Gimelstob's attack of Ran¬ 
dall Kaplan asthey trick-or- 
treated with their kids in Los 


Angeles on Halloween in 
2017. 

In a statement to the court, 
Kaplan said Gimelstob 
struck him multiple times 
and threatened to kill him. 
'There is no place in our 
sport for those who be¬ 
have like Justin. The lack 


of responses from people 
involved in the game, par¬ 
ticularly at the beginning 
of this saga, when he was 
charged last December, 
was alarming," Wawrinka 
wrote. 'This is a situation 
where silence amounts to 
complic ity.'O 




South Africa's Caster Semenya, right competesto win the gold 
in the women's 800-meterfinal during the Diamond league in 
Doha, Qatar, Riday, May 3, 2019. 

Associated Press 


SEMENYA 

Continued from Ffege 17 

She won the 800 meters 
at the opening Diamond 
League meeting of the 
season in Doha, Qatar, with 
a meet record of 1 minute, 
54.98 seconds. It was her 
fourth-fastest time ever. 
The only person ahead of 
her at any time during the 
race wasthe pacemaker. 
Semenya's nearest chal¬ 
lenger, the Olympic silver 
medalist Francine Niyonsa- 
ba, was nearly three sec¬ 
onds and about 20 meters 
behind her — barely in the 
picture. Ajee Wilson ofthe 
United States was third. 

It was Semenya's first 800 
meter race this year and 
first since losing her case 
against the lAAFthisweek. 
"Actions speak louderthan 
words," Semenya told the 
BBC. 'When you are a 
great champion, you al¬ 
ways deliver." 

But Semenya's four-year 
dominance over two laps 
— Friday's win washer30th 
straight in the 800 continu¬ 
ing a run that started in 
late 2015 — may now be 


atan end. 

Ended not by another 
competitor, but by new 
regulations set to come 
into effect Wednesday. 
They require the South Afri¬ 
can star and other female 
athletes with high levels 
of natural testosterone to 
medically lower them to 
be eligible to compete in 
events ranging from 400 
metersto the mile. 
Semenya failed to overturn 
those rulesin herappealto 
the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport. 

Now, her career appears 
to be ata crossroads: Does 
she take medication to 
lowerhertestosterone? The 
medication will likely inhibit 
her athletic performance 
and could blunt herdomi- 
nance. Or does she switch 
events and run in long-dis¬ 
tance races not affected 
by the regulations? 

She was emphatic when 
she told reporters af¬ 
ter Friday's race that she 
wouldn't take the medica¬ 
tion. 

'That's an illegal method," 
she said. 


But Semenya also didn't 
give a clear idea of what 
she would do next. She 
said she wouldn't move up 
to the 5,000 meters a nd she 
definitely wouldn't retire. 
'God has decided my ca¬ 
reer, God will end my ca¬ 
reer," she said in the BBC 
interview. "No man, or any 
other human, can stop me 
from running. How am I go¬ 
ing to retire when I'm 28? I 
still feel young, energetic. I 
still have 10 years or more 
in athletics 

"It doesn't matter how I'm 
going to do it. What mat¬ 
ters is I'll still be here. I am 
nevergoing anywhere." 
Semenya's comments may 
foreshadow an appeal 
against the CAS ruling, 
aimed first at allowing Se¬ 
menya to defend her 800 
title at the world champi¬ 
onships, also in Doha, in 
September and October 
while not taking the hor¬ 
mone-suppressing drugs. 
But, if she keeps her prom¬ 
ise not to lowerhertestos¬ 
terone, there is a chance 
that Friday was the last 
time that Semenya runs 


in the 800, where she is a 
double Olympic and a 
three-time world champi¬ 
on, and arguably the best 
female athlete to run the 
distance in 40 years. 

Her career, however, 
seems destined to be over¬ 
shadowed by the testoster¬ 
one debate, which hasthe 
potential for implications 
far beyond herown results. 
Semenya gave away little 


on the track to indicate it 
might be her last race at 
the distance. She raised 
her right fist when an¬ 
nouncers introduced her 
before the race. 

She was presented with 
a bunch of flowers and 
tossed them to the crowd 
at the end. She then gave 
a thumbs-up to fans, 
flashed a brief smile, and 
walked off the track. □ 
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Facebook bans 'dangerous individuals! cited for hate speech 



This combination of file photo shows minister Louis Fairakhan, the leader of the Nation of Islam, 
in Tehran, Iran, on Nov. 8,2018, left; and conspiracy theorist Alex J ones in Washington on Sept 5, 
2018, right 

Associated Press 


By BARBARA OR1U1AY 
AP Technology WHter 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

After years of pressure to 
crack down on hate and 
bigotry, Facebook has 
banned Louis Farrakhan, 
Alex Jones and other ex¬ 
tremists, saying they violat¬ 
ed its ban on "dangerous 
individuals." 

The company also re¬ 
moved right-wing person¬ 
alities Paul Nehlen, Milo 
Yiannopoulos, Paul Joseph 
Watson and Laura Loomer, 
along with Jones' site, In- 
fowars, which often posts 
conspiracy theories. The 
latest bans apply to both 
Fac ebook's main service 
and to Instagram and ex¬ 
tend to fan pages and oth¬ 
er related accounts. 
Decried as censorship by 
several of those who got 
the ax, the move signals a 
renewed effort by the so¬ 
cial media giant to remove 
people and groups pro¬ 
moting objectionable ma¬ 
terial such as hate, racism 
and anti-Semitism. 
Removing some of the 
best-known figures of the 
U.S. political extreme takes 
away an important virtual 


megaphone that Face- 
book has provided the likes 
ofj ones, Yiannopoulosand 
others over the years. But 
it does not address what 
might be done with lesser 
known figures and those 
who stay on the margins of 
what Facebook's policies 
allow. 


Critics praised the move 
but said there is more to be 
done on both Facebook 
and Instagram. 

'We know that there are 
still white supremacists 
and other extremist fig¬ 
ures who are actively using 
both platforms to spread 
their hatred and bigotry," 


said Keegan Hankes, se¬ 
nior research analyst for 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, which tracks hate 
groups in the U.S. 

Dipayan Ghosh, a former 
Facebook executive and 
an internet policy expert at 
Harvard, said the ban isn't 
as big a step as Facebook 


appears to be painting it — 
it's just enforcing its existing 
policy. 

'There will always be more 
purveyors of hate speech 
that try to come on these 
platforms,"he said. 'Will ad¬ 
vocates have to push year 
after year just to get (a 
handful of) individuals off? 
At this rate it seems likely. 
And this doesn't address 
the problem of what hap- 
pensatthe margins" 
Facebook has previously 
suspended Jones from its 
flagship service temporar¬ 
ily; this suspension is per¬ 
manent and includes In¬ 
stagram. Twitter has also 
banned Loomer,J onesand 
Yiannopoulos, though Far¬ 
rakhan, the leader of the 
Nation of Islam long known 
for provocative comments 
widely considered anti-Se¬ 
mitic, still had an account 
Thursday. So did Watson, 
who rose to popularity as 
editor-at-large at Infowars 
and has nearly a million fol¬ 
lowers on the site. 
Facebook said the newly 
banned accounts violated 
its policy against danger¬ 
ous individuals and organi¬ 
zations. □ 


C ybe r offic ia Is c a llfor coordinated 5G security approach 



Joshua Steinman, an advisor to US Resident Donald Trump on 
cyber issues; adjusts his glasses prior the start of The Prague 5G 
Security Conference in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 


By KELVIN CHAN and KAREL 
JANICEK 

PRAGUE (AP) — Cyberse¬ 
curity officials from dozens 
of countries drew up a 
blueprinton Fridayto coun¬ 
ter threats and ensure the 
safety of next generation 
mobile networks that their 
nations are set to start de¬ 
ploying. 

Officials hammered out a 
set of non-binding propos¬ 
als published at the end of 
a two-day meeting orga¬ 
nized by the Czech govern¬ 
ment to discuss the security 
of new 5G networks. 

The meeting comesamid a 
simmering global battle be¬ 
tween the U.S. and China's 
Huawei, the world's biggest 
maker of network infra¬ 
structure equipment. 

The U.S. has been lobbying 
allies to ban Huawei from 
5G networksoverconcems 
China's government could 
force the company to give 
it access to data for cy¬ 
berespionage. Huawei has 


2, 2019. 

denied the allegations. 
Officials called fora coop¬ 
erative approach to secu¬ 
rity, saying that they didn't 
want to target specific 
countries or companies. 

The proposals reflected the 
U.S. concerns, though some 
wording also appeared to 


Associated Press 

be aimed at raising the bar 
for Chinese suppliers. The 
document said "security 
and risk assessment of ven¬ 
dors and network technol¬ 
ogies" should be taken into 
account, as well as 'the 
overall risk of influence on 
a supplier by a third coun¬ 


try," especially its "model of 
governance." 

'Security and risk assess¬ 
ments of vendors and net¬ 
work technologies should 
take into account rule of 
law," it said. 

U.S. officials have urged 
their allies to factor in the 
laws and legal system of a 
country where a 5G suppli¬ 
er is based, saying thatChi- 
na's lack of independent 
judiciary means compa¬ 
nies have no legal recourse 
if they don't want to com¬ 
ply with Beijing's orders. 

The U.S. has called for an 
outright ban on Huawei 
but European allies have 
balked. The European 
Commission hasissued rec¬ 
ommendations that call for 
risk assessments as well as 
factoring in the legal sys- 
temsofthe countries where 
5G suppliersare headquar¬ 
tered. 

Huawei's global cyberse¬ 
curity and privacy officer, 
John Suffolk, said the com¬ 


pany welcomed the meet¬ 
ing's "collaborative ap¬ 
proach." 

"As the EU continues its 
deliberations, we firmly 
believe that any future se¬ 
curity principles should be 
based on verifiable facts 
and technical data." 

At the meeting in Prague, 
the cybersecurity officials 
came mainly from coun¬ 
tries that are strategic al¬ 
lies, including European 
Union member states, the 
United States and its Asia- 
Pacific allies including Aus¬ 
tralia, J a pan and South Ko¬ 
rea and Singapore. NATO 
and European Union offi¬ 
cials also participated but 
China and Russia were not 
present. 

Europe has become a key 
battleground in the war 
over whether to ban Hua¬ 
wei, with countries gear¬ 
ing up to deploy the new 
networks, starting with the 
auction of radio frequen¬ 
cies this yea r.Q 
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State of small business more mixed than administration says 



In this J uly 18, 2018, file photo a "now hiring" sign hangs in the window of a Chinese restaurant in 
downtown Raigo, N.D. 

Associated Press 


By J OYC E M. ROSENBERG 

Associated ness 

NEW YORK (AP) — As Sma II 

Business We e k a p p no a c he s, 
the nation's smallest com¬ 
panies in the aggregate 
are by many accounts do¬ 
ing fairly well. They're not, 
however, thriving en masse 
in direct response to Trump 
administration and Repub¬ 
lican policies 

Small business hiring iserrat- 
ic, according to numbers 
released by payroll pro¬ 
vider ADP. Small businesses 
typically struggle to add 
jobs when the unemploy¬ 
ment rate is very low, as it 
is now, at 3.8% They often 
can't pay as much as larg¬ 
er companies or offer the 
comparatively robust ben¬ 
efits that big companies 
do, thereby leaving them 
at a disadvantage when 
workensare scarce. 
Meanwhile, surveys by 
Bank of America, Wells 
Fargo, Capital One and 
the U.S. Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and MetLife show 
small business owners have 
been losing some of their 
optimism as doubts linger 
about the strength of the 
current economic expan¬ 
sion. The new tax law has 
had a mixed impact on 
small businesses and the 
trade warthat began with 
Trump administration tariffs 
is hurting small manufactur¬ 
ers and retailers 
"Business is good, OK, but 
no different from how it's 
been throughout the bulk 
of this expansion," says 
Mark Zhndi, chief econo- 
mistwith Moody'sAnalytics 
"It's hard to argue that the 
president's policies have 
led to some kind of renais¬ 
sance for small businesses 
that's going to mean great 
thingsforever." 

The administration be¬ 
lieves otherwise. Former 
Small Business Administra¬ 
tor Linda McMahon, in an 
opinion piece published 
last week on FoxBusiness. 
com, credited the adminis¬ 
tration's polic ies for helping 
the economy and in turn, 
small companies. She not¬ 
ed that she met with small 
business owners throughout 
herSBA tenure. 

"I don't need a spreadsheet 
to tell me the president's 
America firstprogramoftax, 


trade, regulatory and ener¬ 
gy reform is supercharging 
our economy," says Mc¬ 
Mahon, who resigned last 
month to work on President 
Donald Trump's re-election 
campaign. "I saw it and 
continue to see it with my 
own eyes — and through 
the eyes of the hundreds 
of business leaders I have 
met." 

In a letter released last 
month by the SBA, Mid- 
Atlantic Regional Admin¬ 
istrator Michelle Christian 
said, "we see small business 
owners taking advantage 
of the tax cuts and dereg¬ 
ulation efforts led by Presi¬ 
dent Trump to invest in their 
companies and their em¬ 
ployees by raising wages, 
providing bonuses, increas¬ 
ing benefits, and creating 
more jobs. The economy is 
strong, and small business¬ 
es a re thriving." 

Economists and industry 
group officials see admin¬ 
istration and GOP policies 
as having a mixed impact 
on small businesses — how 
a company is affected de¬ 
pends on the policy and 
the business's individual 
circumstances But even if 
a company has benefited 
from one policy, it might be 
hurt by another. 

"It's been one step forward 
and one step back," says 
David French, senior vice 
president of government 
relations at the industry 
group National Retail Fed¬ 


eration. "A lot of the posi¬ 
tive gains we've seen out 
of tax reform have been 
given back in lost sales and 
lost opportunities because 
of higher tariffs" 

The administration's tariffs 
on hundreds of billions of 
dollars of Chinese and Eu¬ 
ropean products have sent 
costs higher for small busi¬ 
nesses including manufac¬ 
turers and retailers 
It can be a mistake to gen¬ 
eralize about the compa¬ 
nies that will be the focus 
of National Small Business 
Week May 5-11. The expres¬ 
sion "small business" is used 
to describe companieswith 
relatively few employees 
and small revenues com¬ 
pared to large companies 
with thousands of workers 
and hundreds of millions 
or billions of dolla rs coming 
in annually. But there is no 
typical small business — a 
retailer, dry cleaner, restau¬ 
rant, manufacturer, dental 
office or auto mechanic 
can be a small business. 
Because these companies 
have vastly different struc¬ 
tures, products and servic¬ 
es, they have widely diver¬ 
gent needs and priorities, 
and government policies 
have a varying impact on 
them. 

The tax law hashad an un¬ 
even impact. Not all sole 
proprietors, partners and 
owners of what are called 
S corporations can take a 
new 20%deduction against 


their business income; the 
provision excludes some 
industries and depends on 
filing status For example, 
an owner of a small busi¬ 
ness whose spouse had 
high earnings from a job 
or other source might not 
qualify for the deduction. 
Nor could many people 
with professional practices 
such as doctors, architects 
and consultants And while 
the law lowered the maxi¬ 
mum corporate tax rate 
to 21% from 35% the rate 
wentup forma ny sma llcor- 
porations. 

Underthe previous tax law, 
Sandra Payne's construc¬ 
tion equipment manufac¬ 
turer had a 15%taxrate on 
the first $50,000 in income. 
Under the new law, that 
rose to 21% 

'That was huge to us; it was 
a big deal," says Payne, 
president of Denver Con¬ 
crete Vibratorin Colorado. 
Michael Rogers estimates 
he saved about $3,100 in 
taxesbecause he wasable 
to claim the 20% deduc¬ 
tion for what's known as 
qualified business income 
from his Cleveland, Tennes¬ 
see, real estate company, 
Chandler Properties. But 
the money won't be rein¬ 
vested in his business; it will 
go to Rogers' family of four 
children. 

Overall, it appears the tax 
law didn't help small busi¬ 
nesses as much as the 
GOP predicted. In a Bank 


of America survey of 1,504 
small business owners re¬ 
leased last week, 28%said 
the govemment'staxpolicy 
has been positive for their 
companies, down from the 
45%who predicted a year 
ago it would be positive for 
them. Half said it was neu¬ 
tral, up from 39% and 21% 
said the policy was nega¬ 
tive fortheircompanies, up 
from 15% 

Meanwhile, although 
Trump contends his trade 
policy is helping business, 
billions of dollars in taxes on 
Chinese and European im¬ 
ports and retaliatory tariffs 
on U.S. goods have driven 
up prices for sma II compa¬ 
nies and their customers. In 
the Federal Reserve's most 
recent Beige Book, its as¬ 
sessment of regional econ¬ 
omies, eight of the 12 re¬ 
gional Fed banks reported 
businesses were affected 
byorconcemed about tar¬ 
iffs that run as high as 25% 
on some products. While 
the April 17 report did not 
identify any of the compa¬ 
nies as small businesses, it 
doesshow tariffsare an on¬ 
going issue. 

The tariffs are also negat¬ 
ing some tax benefits un¬ 
derthe new law, the NRF's 
French says. 

"If retailers benefit by con¬ 
sumershaving more dispos¬ 
able income to spend, a 
portion of that disposable 
income hasgone to tariffs," 
he says. 

In a report released by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
San Francisco in February, 
researchers found that tar¬ 
iffs already in place on Chi¬ 
nese imports have added 
0.1 percentage point to 
consumer price inflation, 
a relatively small amount, 
and that the contribu¬ 
tion of Chinese imports to 
overall personal consump¬ 
tion and business invest¬ 
ment are also small. How¬ 
ever, the report said, "when 
fa c ed with ta riffs a s hig h a s 
25%on a broad set of prod¬ 
uct categories, even these 
small shares can lead to siz¬ 
able upward pressures on 
prices." 

Payne's company, which 
uses steel and other raw 
materials that have been 
hit by tariffs, is paying high- 
erpricesto suppliers.^ 
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Blondie 

HAVE YOU 
FEVER HAD 
PIZZA FOP 
BREAKFAST, 
MR. ft? 


ARE YOU U. 
KIDDING, ELMO? 

I LOVE COLO 
PIZZA FOR 1 
BREAKFAST/ 



WHY NOT 
HOT PIZZA 
FOR 
BREAKFAST 
,MR. ft? 



NO WAV/ 

YOU NEVER 
EAT HOT PIZZA' 
TILL AT LEAST a 
NOON, ELM0/ 1 



YOU 

SURE HAVE 
STRICT RULES 
> ABOUT PIZZA, 
, MR. B. 



JUST DON'T \ 
SET ME J 
STARTED < 
ON PASTRAMI 
SANDWICHES, 
ELMO 
jkx- 
91= 


Mother Goose & Grimm 


£#1 


/NVOUKCASE 
I WOULpMT' 
COUNT ON 1RAT 
"ALLPO0S6O 
TO HEAVEN " 
THIN©. 


Baby Blues 

( yes, tana.) 

( kjo,vou'P£ nctt) 


I AM BI6 &10D6H 
TO USE THE LAWN MOUJEK, 
AMP Tie PPCME IT 1 . 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

11mitate 
5 Not as nuts 
10 Slightly open 

14 Villain 

15 Peruvian pal 

16 In a_; furious 

17 _ down; 
decelerate 

18 Very talkative 

20 Mayor pro 
interim leader 

21 ‘The _ Ranger” 

22 Requirements 

23 _to; because of 

25 Want 
newspaper 
section 

26 Shaping devices 
28 Light bulb 

inventor 

31 Alien 

32 Public square 
34 eBay offer 

36 Opening for mail 

37 Dudley or Demi 

38 _ club; singing 
group 

39 Cheap metal 

40 Marshmallow 
chicks 

41 Fruit drink 

42 Revere 

44 Colored slightly 

45 Acorn producer 

46 Lightweight wood 

47 Take place 

50 Piece of china 

51 Brown shade 
54 Helicopter 

57 City in which the 
Iditarod ends 

58 C-sharp or A-flat 

59 Refueling ship 

60 Make beer 

61 _off; hightailed 

it 

62 Like poorly 
wrapped cheese 

63 Pus-filled sac 

DOWN 

1 Expense 

2 Make eyes at 

3 Job 

advancements 

4 Evergreen tree 

5 Beauty parlors 

6 “There is honor 

thieves” 
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Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


7 Highest digit 

8 _ foo yong 

9 Use an oar 

10 Star of 
“Gunsmoke” 

11 Green gem 

12 Elderly 

13 Johnny Bench & 
Pete Rose 

19 Mumbai’s 
location 

21 Claim against 
property 

24 Sharpen 

25 Carving tool 

26 Final 

27 TV’s “Kate 

28 Corncobs 

29 Mandatory; 
required 

30 Sister’s daughter 

32 Sonnet or 
limerick 

33 Cut off 

35 Landowner’s 
paper 

37 Submissive 

38 Weapons 

40 Singer Bailey 

41 Hill climber of 
nursery rhyme 
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43 Visited to see the 
sights 

44 Cheap & gaudy 

46 Like a dull 
speaker’s 
audience 

47 _ up; admits 
guilt 

48 Recipe verb 

49 Refer to 


50...George H.W., 
George W., 
Barack... 

52 Singing brothers 
of the ’50s 

53 Mr. Gingrich 

55 _ Kippur 

56 Brief life sketch 

57 Network for 
“Cheers” 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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In this May 4, 2010, file photo, a sea lion tosses a partially eaten 
salmon in the Columbia River near Bonneville Dam, where six 
more sea lions were trapped earlier in the day with one to be 
euthanized, in North Bonneville, Wash. 

Associated Press 


Salmon-eating sea lions 
ta igeted at C olumbia 
River dam 


By KEITH RIDLER 
Associated Press 
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — More 
California sea lions prey¬ 
ing on imperiled salmon in 
the Columbia River below 
a hydroelectric project on 
the Oregon-Washing ton 

border are being killed un¬ 
der a revised policy, fed¬ 
eral authorities said Friday, 
"fhe National Marine Fish¬ 
eries Service made public 
reduced criteria for remov¬ 
ing sea lions at Bonneville 
Dam about 145 miles (235 
kilometers) from the Pacific 
Ocean. 

The new guidelines that 
went into effect April 17 
permit any California sea 
lion seen in the area on five 
occasionsorseen eating a 
fish to be put on a list for le¬ 
thal removal. 


The former criteria required 
both those marks to be 
met. Officials say 10 sea li¬ 
ons have been killed so far 
this year, most as a result of 
the policy change. 

Robert Anderson, the 
agency's marine mammal 
program manager, said 
the Pinniped-Fishery Inter¬ 
action Task Force decided 
to make the change after 
dissatisfaction with current 
efforts A study found the 
change could increase the 
number of sea lions killed 
by 66 percent. 

Salmon and steelhead 
congregate near the bot¬ 
tom of the dam to go up 
fish ladders, facing some 
delays in "getting through 
the pinch points, and sea 
lions have figured thatout," 
Anderson saidO 
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For Sale: 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 

1 st floor week 15 & weekl 6 
same room 2121 1 bdr sleeps 
4 ocean view $10,000 for both 
weeks contact Sherri Otoski 
978 758 2654 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 
2B Geeanfront £ 14k 
2B Oceanside SS5QG 
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3BEDROGM SI2500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Ocean front $25k 
Oceanside $16k 
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* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 
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2BOV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Geeanfronl S8500 

PLATINUM Reason 

2 BcdOV SI6000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
IDOVSIOk 

** Dcslinalion points SO per 
poi nx 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322 BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

Wc Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Piaya Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us lo BUY, 

SELl. or RENT any limeshar? 
property. 

Contact: 

j ulk’i^:concici'gcrcalt>.C(wn 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 




HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



May 7 

Freedom of the Seas 

May 8 

Adventure of the Seas 
Monarch 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Salmon-eating sea lions targeted atColumbia River dam 



In this May 4, 2010, file photo, a sea liontossesa partially eaten salmon in the Columbia River near 
Bonneville Dam, where six more sea lions were trapped earlier in the day with one to be eutha¬ 
nized, in North Bonneville, VUbsh. 


By KEITH RIDLER 
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — More 
California sea lions preying 
on imperiled salmon in the 
Columbia Riverbelowa hy¬ 
droelectric project on the 
Oregon-Washington bor¬ 
der are being killed under 
a revised policy, federal 
authorities said Friday. 

"The National Marine Fish¬ 
eries Service made public 
reduced criteria for remov¬ 
ing sea lions at Bonneville 
Dam about 145 miles (235 
kilometers) from the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Ihe new guidelines that 
went into effect April 17 
permit any California sea 
lion seen in the area on five 
occasionsorseen eating a 
fish to be put on a list for le¬ 
thal removal. 

Ihe former criteria required 
both those marks to be 
met. Officials say 10 sea li¬ 
ons have been killed so far 
this year, most as a result of 
the policy change. 

Robert Anderson, the 
agency's marine mammal 
program manager, said 
the Pinniped-Fishery Inter¬ 
action Task Force decided 
to make the change after 
dissatisfaction with current 
efforts A study found the 
change could increase the 
number of sea lions killed 


by 66 percent. 

Officials are authorized to 
remove 92 California sea li¬ 
ons annually from the area, 
but have nevercome close 
to that number. Mean¬ 
while, billions of dollars 
have been spent in Idaho, 
Oregon and Washington to 
save 13 species of Colum¬ 
bia Basin salmon and steel- 
head protected under the 
Endangered SpeciesAct. 
Salmon and steelhead 
congregate near the bot¬ 


tom of the dam to go up 
fish ladders, facing some 
delays in "getting through 
the pinch points, and sea 
lions have figured that out," 
Anderson said. 

The California sea lions at 
the dam are all males, with 
some 200 to 300 showing 
up and numbers typically 
peaking in the spring. 
They're bulking up on 
salmon, with some sea li¬ 
ons reaching 1,000 pounds 
(455 kilograms), before 


Associated Press 

swimming roughly 800 miles 
(1,300 kilometers) to breed¬ 
ing beaches at the Chan¬ 
nel Islandsoffthe California 
coast. Once there they try 
to establish territories, not 
eating for a month while 
mating with females in their 
area of control and fighting 
off riva I ma les. 

"It's kind of classic biology," 
Anderson said. 'Get as big 
asyou can to try to be suc¬ 
cessful." 

An estimated 70,000 Cali¬ 


fornia sea lions are drawn 
to the breeding beaches. 
The overall population 
rebounded from about 
30,000 in the late 1960s to 
an estimated 300,000 to¬ 
day, following the passage 
of the 1972 Marine Mam¬ 
mal Protection Act. 
California sea lionsatBonn¬ 
eville Dam were a rarity 
until they started showing 
up in the early 2000s Au¬ 
thorities began the lethal 
removal list in 2008. Since 
then, some 400 sea lions 
have made the list, with 
229 removed. Of those, 15 
have been sent to zoos or 
aquariums, seven died dur¬ 
ing capture, and 207 have 
been euthanized. 

Killing sea lions"isnota long¬ 
term solution," said Russ 
Kiefer, an Idaho Fish and 
Game fisheries biologist, 
noting the main problem 
forsalmonand steelhead is 
habitat degradation along 
their migration corridor. "It 
won't be a game changer, 
but it will help." 

Snake River sockeye salm¬ 
on, which reproduce in 
high-elevation Idaho lakes, 
teetered on extinction for 
several years before an 
elaborate hatchery pro¬ 
gram involving Fish and 
Game wascreated.Q 



A SpaceX Falcon 9 remains on space launch complex 40 after 
a sc tubed launc h attempt to deliversupplies to the International 
Space Station at the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station on Fri¬ 
day, May 3, 2019, in Cape Canaveral, Ha. 

Associated Hess 
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SpaceX delays launch Id fleshly 
repaired space station 


By MARCIA DUNN 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Ha. 
(AP) — SpaceX delayed 
a supply run Friday to the 
International Space Sta¬ 
tion, back to full power and 
accepting deliveries after 
quick repairs. 

A Falcon rocketwaspoised 
to blastoff before dawn Fri¬ 
day, with a Dragon cargo 
capsule. But an electri¬ 
cal problem cropped up 
at the last minute with the 
ocean platform needed 
to recover the first-stage 
boosterfollowing liftoff. 
SpaceX said it will try again 
early Saturday morning. The 
delivery is already running 
a few days late because 
of a space station power 
shortage that stalled deliv¬ 
eries until a failed electrical 
box could be replaced. 


NASA completed the job 
Thursday. 

The landing platform was 
stationed 14 miles (22 kilo¬ 
meters) offshore. The new 
booster was originally sup¬ 
posed to return to Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Sta¬ 
tion for eventual recycling, 
but SpaceX is still cleaning 
up from the April 20 acci- 
dentthatdestroyed a crew 
Dragon capsule. The emp¬ 
ty capsule wasundergoing 
ground testing when the 
blast occurred. The cause 
is not yet known. 

SpaceX said before Sat¬ 
urday's launch attempt, it 
will patch a helium leak at 
the launch pad that also 
occurred late in the count¬ 
down. With only a split sec¬ 
ond to launch the rocket, 
there was not enough time 


to solve any issues. 

If the Dragon capsule 
isn't flying by Saturday, 
SpaceX will have to wait 
a week before its next try 
because of other Air Force 
opera tions.Q 
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Carrie Uhdeiwood lifting up women on new C ry Pretty Tour360 



This April 7, 2019 file photo shows Came Underwood, center, performing 'Southbound" at the 54th 
annual Academy of Country Music Awards in Las Vegas 

Associated Press 


By KRISTIN M. HAIL 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 

Whon Carrie Underwood 
was plotting out her up¬ 
coming Cry Pretty Tour 360, 
she realized she had se¬ 
lected an all-female lineup 
with opening acts Maddie 
&Tae and RunawayJ une. 
But then she wondered: 
'Can we do that?" 

And then told herself: 'OK, 
we have to do this!" 

In a genre that often only 
designates one or two slots 
to female acts for festivals 
or tours, Underwood's are¬ 
na tour kicks off Wednes¬ 
day in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, with six women 
behind the mic through¬ 
out the show. It's becom¬ 
ing a pattern for women in 
country music, as Miranda 
Lambert, Maren Morrisand 
Kacey Musgraves all have 
had all-female or mostly- 
female tours recently. 

"I feel like it's been a really 
great time for women to 
kind of come togetherand 
be like, 'Let's support each 
other. We're all in this to¬ 
gether. Let's be all in this to¬ 
gether,"' Underwood said. 
After her No. 1 album 'Cry 
Pretty" came out last year, 
Underwood is hitting the 
road again and playing in 
more than 50 cities thro ugh 
October. Sitting down in 
a Nashville rehearsal hall 
where they were practic¬ 


ing forthe tour, Underwood 
blushed when her support¬ 
ing acts recounted how 
her songs were intertwined 
with theirown careers. 
Naomi Cooke from Run¬ 
away June remembers al¬ 
ways getting requests to 
cover "Before He Cheats" 
when she played at 
Tootsie's Orchid Lounge, 
a downtown honky tonk. 
Taylor Dye of Maddie &Tae 
recalled thatshe often won 
local talent shows when she 
sang 'Cowboy Casanova" 
or'Temporary Home." 


Underwood will be return¬ 
ing to the center of the 
arenas for this tour, follow¬ 
ing her 2016 Storyteller Tour 
that also featured a cen¬ 
ter stage that allowed her 
to spread out. "The seven¬ 
time Grammy winner is an 
energetic performer, typi¬ 
cally sprinting around and 
singing from all sides of the 
stage and blowing away 
fa ns with her impressive vo¬ 
cal chops. 

"I loved being able to see 
so much more of the audi¬ 
ence and be able to con¬ 


nect so muc h with so ma ny 
more people," Underwood 
said. 

She's bringing the whole 
family on the road with her, 
including 4-year-old Isaiah, 
three-month old Jacob 
Bryan, and her husband, 
former NHL player Mike 
Fisher. 'Somebody's got to 
watch the kids when I am 
onstage," Underwood said 
with a laugh. 

"fhe music industry isn't al¬ 
ways supportive of work¬ 
ing moms and Underwood 
has been blunt and honest 


aboutthose pressures, post¬ 
ing on Instagram about her 
post-baby body or having 
to pump asshe wasgetting 
ready for the Academy of 
Country Music Awards. 
"(Isaiah) was 11 months old 
when we started the last 
tour," Underwood said. "So 
it was very much like: do 
a little makeup, make him 
dinner, come backand do 
my hair, then get him ready 
for bed. So it was worlds 
colliding, but it was great. 
I'm so lucky I getto take my 
kids to work with me and 
not everybody gets to do 
that." 

The tour comes at an im¬ 
portant time for both Mad¬ 
die & Tae and Runaway 
June, who both have new 
albumscoming this year. 
"We've never performed 
our music in a lot of these 
cities," said Cooke of 
Runaway June (Hannah 
Mulholland and Jennifer 
Wayne round out the trio). 
'We literally couldn't have 
dreamed up a better plat¬ 
form for us to be releasing 
new music and playing 
new songs" 

In a year when no women 
were nominated for enter¬ 
tainer of the year at the 
AC Ms, Underwood — who 
has won that award twice 
— has a chance to prove 
that women deserve to be 
in that category again.Q 


J ennHerMc Mahon's The Invited 1 isa powerful novel 


By OUNE H. COG DILL 
Associated ness 

'The Invited: a Novel" (Dou¬ 
bleday), by Jennifer Mc¬ 
Mahon 

Jennifer McMahon again 
proves that the modem 
ghost story is more than 
things that go bump in the 
night. It hinges on reality, 
slowly building to a terror 
that seems real and some¬ 
times personal, as it does 
in McMahon's highly enter¬ 
taining "The Invited." 
McMahon's powerful novel 
suppliesa plethora offrights 
that emerge from believ¬ 
able characters trying to 
navigate normal lives 
Helen and Nate Wetherell 
have good jobs at an elite 
private school in Connecti¬ 
cut. He teaches science, 


she teaches history. They 
live in a nice condo and 
try not to live outside their 
means. But Helen's ennui is 
palatable — vanishing only 
when she volunteers in a 
"living museum" that recre¬ 
ates life in the mid-1800sfor 
visitors. While happily mar¬ 
ried, the couple's life seems 
set in stone until Helen in- 
heritsa large sum of money 
when herfatherdies. 

The opportunity to change 
their lives is irresistible. They 
buy 44 heavily wooded 
acres just outside the small 
rural village in Vermont on 
which the avid do-it-your¬ 
selfers plan to build their 
dream home. That the land 
is believed to be haunted 
by Hattie Breckenridge who 
was hanged as a witch on 


the property in 1924 is a 
kind of a bonus, especially 
appealing to the historian 
in Helen. She doesn't be¬ 
lieve in ghosts, but she does 
believe in history. 

Helen may have to rethink 
her views when strange 
thingshappen atthe dilap¬ 
idated trailer on the land 
where they are staying. Ee¬ 
rie packagesare lefton the 
doorstep; itemssuch a sc ell- 
phones, wallets and money 
disappear, and what looks 
like Hattie's ghost hovers 
over the land's bog. These 
supposedly supernatural 
happenings may be a way 
of scaring awaythe couple 
because legend has it that 
Hattie buried treasure on 
the land. One of the locals 
who most wants the cou¬ 


ple gone is their 14-year- 
old neighbor, Olive Kissner, 
whose mother promised 
to find the treasure before 
the woman supposedly ran 
away. 

McMahon keeps "The In¬ 
vited" grounded in reality, 
even when spirits suppos¬ 
edly hover over the land. 
The Wetherells' relation¬ 
ship is well designed with 
the building of their house 
serving as a metaphor 
for their marriage — with 
some construction going 
smoothly, collapsing atoth- 
ertimes. Helen'sembracing 
their new home's myths is 
nicely balanced by Nate's 
skepticism. And McMahon 
doesn't forget the little de¬ 
tails of life. A ghost spot¬ 
ting pales when planning 


JENNIFER 

MCMAHON 



This cover image released by 
Doubleday shows 'Ihe Invit¬ 
ed," a novel by Jennifer Mc¬ 
Mahon. 

Associated Piess 

a household budget, espe¬ 
cially when you've quit your 
job.Q 
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Summer Movie Review: Hie women behind 'Rooksmait 



This image released by Annapurna Pictures shows Billie Lourd, left and Kaitiyn Dever in a scene 
from the film "Booksmart" directed by Olivia VUIde. 

Associated Press 


IDS ANGELES (AP) — If 

you've heard anything 
about the film "Booksmart," 
you've probably also heard 
the words 'female 'Su- 
perbad'." The high school 
comedy is about two best 
friends over the course of 
one epic 24-hour period. 
And, yes, the friends are 
women played by Kaitiyn 
Deverand Beanie Feldstein 
(incidentally, J onah Hill's sis¬ 
ter). 

While director Olivia Wilde 


likes"Superbad"and under¬ 
stands there are similarities, 
she doesn't love the de¬ 
scriptor. 

"I do kind of bristle at com¬ 
parisons that female-led 
filmsare granted, asthough 
we can't be our own film," 
Wilde said. "I can't wait till 
someone does that to a 
guy's movie, like this is a 
guy's'Booksmart.'" 
"Booksmart" is the kind of 
movie that might inspire 
thatkind ofchange when it 


opens nationwide on May 
24. It's a generational an¬ 
them about two super-stu¬ 
dents who on the last night 
of school decide to break 
their own rules and attend 
some parties 

It's so of the moment that 
it might come as a surprise 
that the script has been 
around fora decade, origi¬ 
nally written by Emily Halp- 
em and Sarah Haskins, with 
revisions a few years later 
by Susanna Fogel. Eventu¬ 
ally, Gloria Sanchez Pro¬ 
ductions founder Jessica 
Elbaum got a call about 
it. Annapurna was looking 
fora director, and she had 
an unconventional idea: 
Wilde, who had never di¬ 
rected a movie. 

"I said, I know you have no 
reason to sayyesto this, but 
I'm telling you, Olivia Wilde 
is going to be an amazing 
director," Elbaum said. 

The two had been friends 
for years and were work¬ 
ing on something else to¬ 
gether. And even though 
Wilde had only directed a 
few music videos, Elbaum 
had a hunch that this was 
the perfect fit for the ac¬ 
tress' feature debut. And 
she was right. 

'This was a movie I really 
wanted to see,"said Wilde. 
"It was a story about two 
very smart girls who are 
best friends at a time in life 
when your best friends are 
what allow you to survive 
adolescence. That isan im¬ 


portant story to tell. I hadn't 
seen that in a great young 
female best friends com¬ 
edy. And the clarity with 
which I could see it made 
me feel like I had to direct 
it." 

And with that, Wilde, El¬ 
baum and writer Katie Sil- 
berman ("Set It Up") got to 
work translating the script 
into something that would 
be representative of teens 
in 2019. Silberman had the 
idea that even the party 
kids at the school were 
smart, not just the protago¬ 
nists Molly (Feldstein) and 
Amy (Dever). 

"I was a real Molly," Silber¬ 
man said. "I learned too 
late that all the people I 
thought we re just coo I were 
absolutely as smart as me if 
not smarter. So it was kind 
of wish fulfillment of what I 
hoped had happened be¬ 
fore I graduate." 

They had total freedom 
when it came to casting, 
and while there are famil¬ 
iar adult faces in support¬ 
ing roles like Wilde's partner 
Jason Sudeikis, Usa Kudrow 
and Will Forte, the tee ns a re 
all up and comersand un¬ 
knowns and some who au¬ 
diences haven't yet seen 
the full potential of, like Billie 
Lourd in a breakout come¬ 
dic performance. 

"It's a not a huge budget, 
but we didn't make it for 
$100,000 in our back yard," 
Wilde said. "(Annapurna) 
enabled us to make a film 


without any movie stars. 
And that is rare! I don't 
know another studio who 
would have let me cast 
whoever I wanted." 

Her tonal touchstones 
ranged the gamut from 
teen classics like "Dazed 
and Confused" and "Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High," 
to the likes of "Beverly Hills 
Cop" and 'The Blues Broth¬ 
ers." 

She even suggested that 
her leads live together dur¬ 
ing the shoot in Los Ange¬ 
les. Feldstein and Dever 
went above and beyond 
and did so during pre-pro¬ 
duction too. 

'They worked 90 hours a 
week shooting the film and 
then would go home and 
live together and spend 
100 percent of their time 
together which is why the 
texture of that chemistry is 
tangible, it's authentic,"Wil¬ 
de said. 'That's something 
you just can't fake." 

On the set, which Elbaum 
describes as the "happiest" 
she's ever been on, Wilde 
also took a page from Mar¬ 
tin Scorsese and asked that 
hercast not have scriptson 
set. Much to Elba urn's sur¬ 
prise, everyone obliged. 

The film premiered earlier 
this year to an enthusiastic 
response at the South by 
Southwest Film Festiva I, a nd 
they've been showing it at 
colleges around the coun¬ 
try to similarly positive reac¬ 
tions since. □ 
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Peter May hew, Chewbacca in the 'Star Wats' films, dies at 74 


By ANDREW DALTON 
Associated Press 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — Peter 
Mayhew, the towering ac¬ 
tor who donned a huge, 
furry costume to give life to 
the rugged-and-beloved 
character of Chewbacca 
in the original "Star Wars" 
trilogy and two other films, 
has died, his family said 
Thursday. 

Mayhew died at his home 
in north Texas on Tuesday, 
according to a family state¬ 
ment. He was74. No cause 
was given. 

As Chewbacca, known 
to his friends as Chewie, 
the 7-foot-3 Mayhew was 
a fierce warrior with a soft 
heart, loyal sidekick to Har¬ 
rison Ford's Han Solo, and 
co-pilot of the Millennium 
Falcon. 

Mayhew went on to ap- 
pearasthe Wookiee in the 
2005 prequel "Revenge of 
the Sith" and shared the 
part in 2015's 'The Force 
Awakens" with actor Joon- 
asSuotamo, who took over 
the role in subsequent films. 
"Peter Mayhew was a kind 
and gentle man, possessed 
of great dignity and noble 
character," Ford said in a 
statement Thursday. 'These 
aspects of his own person¬ 
ality, plushiswitand grace, 
he brought to Chewbac¬ 
ca. We were partners in film 
and friends in life forover30 
years and I loved him... My 
thoughts are with his dear 
wife Angie and his children. 
Rest easy, my dearfriend." 
Mayhew defined the in¬ 
credibly well-known Wook¬ 
iee and became a world- 
famous actor for most of 
his life without speaking 
a word or even making a 
sound — Chewbacca's fa¬ 
mous roarwasthe creation 
of sound designers. 

"He put his heart and soul 
into the role of Chewbac¬ 
ca and it showed in ev¬ 
ery frame of the films," the 
family statement said. "But, 
to him, the 'Sta r Wa rs' fa ro¬ 
ily meant so much more to 
him than a role in a film." 
Mark Hamill, who played 
Luke Skywalker alongside 
Mayhew, wrote on Twitter 
that he was 'the gentlest 
of giants — A big man with 
an even bigger heart who 
never failed to make me 
smile & a loyal friend who 



In this Dec. 14, 2015, file photo, Peter Mayhew anives at the world premiere of "Star VUats: The 
Force Awakens" in los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


I loved dearly. I'm grate¬ 
ful for the memories we 
shared & I'm a better man 
forjust having known him." 
Bom and raised in England, 
Mayhew had appeared in 
just one film and wa s wo rk- 
ing as a hospital orderly 
in London when George 
Lucas, who shot the first 
film in England, found him 
and cast him in 1977's 'Star 
Wars." 

Lucas chose quickly when 
he saw Mayhew, who liked 
to say all he had to do to 
land the role wasstand up. 


"Peter was a wonderful 
man," Luc as said in a state¬ 
ment Thursday. "He wasthe 
closest any human being 
could be to a Wookiee: big 
heart, gentle nature ... and 
I learned to always let him 
win. He was a good friend 
and I'm saddened by his 
passing." 

From then on, "Star Wars" 
would become Mayhew's 
life. He made constant ap¬ 
pearances in the costume 
in commercials, on TV spe¬ 
cials and at public events. 
The frizzy long hair he had 


most of his adult life made 
those who saw him in real 
life believe he was Chew¬ 
bacca, along with his stat¬ 
ure. 

His height, the result of a 
genetic disorder known 
as Marfan syndrome, was 
the source of constant 
health complications late 
in his life. He had respiratory 
problems, his speech grew 
limited and he often had 
to use scooters and wheel¬ 
chairs instead of walking. 
His family said his fighting 
through that to play the 


role one last time in 'The 
Force Awakens" was a tri¬ 
umph. 

Even after he retired, May¬ 
hew served as an adviser 
to his successor Suotamo, 
a former Finnish basketball 
player who told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press last year that 
Mayhew put him through 
'Wookiee boot camp" be¬ 
fore he played the role in 
"Solo." 

Mayhew spent much of 
the last decades of his life 
in the United States, and 
he became a U.S. citizen in 
2005. 

The 200-plus-year-old char¬ 
acter whose suit has been 
compared to an ape, a 
bear, and Bigfoot, and 
wore a bandolier with am¬ 
munition for his laser rifle, 
was considered by many 
to be one of the hokier el¬ 
ements in the original 'Star 
Wars," something out of a 
more low-budget sci-fi of¬ 
fering. 

The films themselves 
seemed to acknowledge 
this. 

'Will somebody get this big 
walking carpet out of my 
way?!" Carrie Fisher, as Prin¬ 
cess Leia, says in the origi¬ 
nal 'Star Wars." It was one 
of the big laugh lines of 
the film, as was Ford calling 
Chewie a 'fuzzball" in 'The 
Empire Strikes Back." 
ButChewbacca would be¬ 
come as enduring an ele¬ 
ment of the 'Sta r Wars" gal¬ 
axy a sany other character. 


J eisey's Springsteen readies a Western-style album 


By The Associated ftess 
NEW YORK (AP) — Fresh 
off his Broadway run, New 
Jersey's Bruce Springsteen 
looked West for inspiration 
on a new album he's plan¬ 
ning to release onj une 14. 
The 13-song disc is his first 
new studio album in five 
yea rs. Titled 'Western Sta rs," 
Springsteen said Thursday 
the album draws some in¬ 
spiration from southern Cal¬ 
ifornia pop records of the 
late 1960sand eariy 1970s. 
He's releasing a song and 
video called "Hello Sun¬ 
shine" after midnight on 
Thursday. 

Springsteen wrapped up 
a 236-show Broadway run 
last December. 


Springsteen recorded it pri¬ 
marily at home in New J er- 
sey, with additional work in 
California and New York. 
Ron Aniello produced and 
plays on the album, which 
also has contributions from 
Springsteen's wife Patti 
Scialfa, Jon Brion, David 
Sancious, Charlie Giordano 
and Soozie TyreII. 

'This record is a return to 
my solo recordings featur¬ 
ing character-driven songs 
and sweeping, cinematic 
orchestral arrangements," 
he said. "It's a jewel box 
of a record." Among the 
song titles a re "Hitch Hikin'," 
"Sleepy Joe's Cafe," "Cha¬ 
sin'Wild Horses"and 'There 
GoesMy Miracle.'□ 



This cover image released by Columbia Records shows "West¬ 
ern Stais," the next album by Bruce Springsteen Id release on 
June 14 

Assoc iated Press 
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Israel preserves Holocaust survivors' memorabilia for future 



In this Tuesday, April 23, 2019 photo, Israeli Holocaust survivors Rachel Zeiger 91, and her brother 
Moshe Akerman 84, give an interview to The Associated Press at their home in Ramat Gan, Israel. 

Associated Press 


By ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 
RAMAT GAN, Israel (AP) — 

Under a fluorescent light, 
an archivist from Israel’s Yad 
Vashem Holocaust memo¬ 
rial snaps photos and scans 
into her mobile database 
the last remnant that a pair 
of elderly siblings have of 
their long-lost father — a 
1943 postcard Samuel Ak¬ 
erman tossed in despera¬ 
tion out of the deportation 
train hurtling him toward his 
demise in the Majdanek 
death camp. 

"It's what we have left from 
him," said Rachel Zeiger, his 
now 91-year-old daughter. 
"But this is not for the fam¬ 
ily. It is for the next genera¬ 
tions." 

With the world's community 
of aging Holocaust survi¬ 
vors rapidly shrinking, and 
their live testimonies soon 
to be a thing of the past, 
efforts such as these have 
become the forefront of 
preparing for a world with¬ 
out them. 

Through its "Gathering the 
Fragments" program, Yad 
Vashem has collected 
some 250,000 items from 
survivors and their families 
in recent years to be stored 
for posterity and displayed 
online in hopes of preserv¬ 
ing the memory of the 6 
million Jews killed by the 
Nazis, even after the last 
of the survivors has passed 
away. 

Copious video testimonies 
have been filmed and 
even holograms have been 
produced to try to recre¬ 
ate the powerful impact 
of a survivor's recollection, 
which has been the staple 
of Holocaust commemora¬ 
tion for decades. This year, 
an Instagram account was 
created based on the real- 
life journal of a teenage 
Jewish victim to make her 
story more accessible to a 
younger generation. 

With the passing of time, 
any physical links to the Ho¬ 
locaust and its victims have 
become valuable means 
of remembrance and evi¬ 
dence against the grow¬ 
ing tide of denial and mini¬ 
mization of the genocide 
around the world. 

As Israel starts marking its 
annual Holocaust Remem¬ 
brance Day at sundown 


Wednesday, Yad Vashem 
will be laying the corner¬ 
stone of its new campus for 
the Shoah Heritage Collec¬ 
tions Center — the future 
permanent home for its 210 
million documents, 500,000 
photographs, 131,000 sur¬ 
vivor testimonies, 32,400 
artifacts and 11,500 works 
of art related to the Ho¬ 
locaust. On Thursday, it 
will offer the public a rare 
behind-the-scenes look of 
its preservation work, with 
tours of its collection, ar¬ 
chive and digitizing labs. 
"The German Nazis were 
determined not only to an¬ 


nihilate the Jewish people, 
but also to obliterate their 
identity, memory, culture 
and heritage," said Yad 
Vashem Chairman Avner 
Shalev. "By preserving these 
precious items ... and re¬ 
vealing them to the public 
they will act as the voice 
of the victims and the sur¬ 
vivors and serve as an ever¬ 
lasting memory." 

Samuel Akerman's jarring 
letter to his family will soon 
join the collected assort¬ 
ment. 

"My heart is bitter. I unfortu¬ 
nately have to inform you 
that I, together with 950 oth¬ 


er people, am headed to¬ 
ward an unknown destina¬ 
tion," he scribbled in shaky 
handwriting to his two chil¬ 
dren on Feb. 27, 1943, from 
inside the packed trans¬ 
port. "I may not be able to 
write you again ... pray to 
God that we will joyfully see 
each other again. Don't 
give up hope and I am sure 
God will help us." 

Akerman, a diamond mer¬ 
chant who dreamed of 
moving to pre-state Isra¬ 
el, was never heard from 
again. 

A bystander likely found 
the discarded postcard on 


the ground and mailed it 
to Zeiger and her younger 
brother, Moshe, in occu¬ 
pied France, where they 
had fled from their home 
in Belgium after the Nazis 
invaded. After the father 
was deported, the rest — 
mother, grandmother and 
the two children — survived 
by assuming false, Christian 
identities. 

Zeiger recalls several close 
encounters when their cov¬ 
er was nearly lost. Once, 
the Gestapo arrived in 
the early morning hours to 
seize a Jewish family hiding 
in the ground floor of their 
building. When the Nazis 
knocked on their third-floor 
door, a teenage Zeiger 
presented their fake pa¬ 
pers in her fluent French to 
convince them they had 
nothing to look for there. 
"I've never felt that way in 
my life," she recalled from 
her quaint house in Ramat 
Gan, just outside Tel Aviv. "I 
had to vomit after they left. 
My whole body clenched." 
After the war, they re¬ 
turned to Antwerp to find 
their home ravaged. They 
waited there several years, 
in the faint hope that their 
father would somehow re¬ 
turn, before giving up and 
moving to Israel. 

The postcard remained 
stashed away as a vestige 
of their painful past for more 
than 75 years, until Moshe 
Akerman heard of the Yad 
Vashem campaign seeking 
personal effects of aging 
survivors. 

"My kids are glad I did it so 
that this testimony will ex¬ 
ist, because otherwise you 
don't talk about it," said Ak¬ 
erman, 84. "It's a small tes¬ 
timony to what happened, 
another drop in this sea of 
testimony. It doesn't uncov¬ 
er anything new. The facts 
are known. What hap¬ 
pened happened, and this 
is another small proof of it." 
Besides rounding up Jews 
and shipping them to death 
camps, the Nazis and their 
collaborators confiscated 
their possessions and stole 
their valuables, leaving 
little behind. Those who sur¬ 
vived often had just a small 
item or two they managed 
to keep. Many have clung 
to the sentimental objects 
ever since. □ 



In this Tuesday, April 23, 2019 photo, Israeli Yad Vashem officials Orit Noima, left, and Simmy Allen, 
watch archivist Lena Shternberg reproduce holocaust era photographs and documents at their 
home at the city of Ramat Gan. 

Associated Press 












